SHALLOTTE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
[John] himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light.
The true light,
which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.
(John 1:8-9)
Debbie Wingfield, designer

THE WORSHIP OF GOD
Epiphany Sunday | January 2, 2022

(*Indicates where it is appropriate, but not necessary, to stand.
All speak words in boldface.)

❖ Called by God We Gather ❖
GATHERING MUSIC
(Gather and greet each other in joy.)
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jessica Eaton, pianist

Wayne Tillman

CALLED TO WORSHIP IN RINGING THE TRINITY AND IN MUSIC
The First Noel
arr. Laura E. Wasson
OPENING SENTENCES
We hear the call of Love, ringing in our ears.
We see the light of stars and candles, leading the way.

We long for a sign, an experience, to know God face to face.
We come, to be part of God’s story of Love.
*CAROL #151
VV. 1-4

We Three Kings of Orient Are

KINGS OF ORIENT

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION
God of the sunrise and the evening star, you have revealed to us your
love in Jesus Christ: a love so long expected, yet so surprising in its
unfolding. You call us to come and see, and then to go and tell.
So often we are looking the other way —
away from your image shining in the face of another,
away from your people in need,
away from the things we would rather not see.
So often our words are not of grace, justice, love, and peace,
but rather words of hurt, exclusion, and fear.
Forgive us for praying for vision while holding our eyes closed.
Forgive us for holding firmly to the logs in our own eyes
even as you offer us lenses to see what you see.
Forgive us for keeping silent, and for speaking our own desires
rather than yours.
(Silent confession)
Give us courage, grace and strength to follow you, wherever you
might lead.
You call us to come and see, then go and tell.
Help us to follow in faith. Amen.
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen.

Rev. Suzanne Simpson

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
We Three Kings, v. 4
Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and Sacrifice:
Alleluia! Alleluia! sounds through the earth and skies.
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!
❖

To Hear God’s Word of Grace

SCRIPTURE READING

❖

Matthew 2:1-12

ANTHEM Bring We the Frankincense of Our Love H. Kenn Carmichael
Sue Anderson, soloist, 8:30AM
SPC Chancel Choir, Molly Frederick, director, 11:00AM
(Find anthem text on the Insert.)
BEARING WITNESS TO THE LIGHT
Kitty Green, Marvin Stackhouse, 8:30AM Service
Erskine Blount, Wayne Tillman, 11:00AM Service
❖

To Respond in Faith with Gratitude

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

John 1:1-9

❖

.........
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might. Heaven and
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
.........
. . . as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Distribution of the Elements
These are the gifts of God for the People of God
Thanks be to God
After Communion Prayer
Lord’s Prayer

hymnal p. 35

❖ To Depart Blessed to Serve ❖
*HYMN #150
vv. 1 & 3

As with Gladness Men of Old

*BENEDICTION AND CHARGE
CLOSING MUSIC

Rev. Laura Viau, Interim Pastor (church@atmc.net)
Randy Warner, Liturgy and Music Associate; Kathy Sasso, Church Secretary;
Linda Rowell, Church Treasurer; Joyce Winkler, Qualified Ruling Elder;
Hery Ramambasoa, Regional Liaison for Southeast Asia and the Pacific
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