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In multiple conversations the past few weeks, I have found myself wondering “why don’t I remember….”
something like where the poinsettias or advent candles go or how any number of seasonal events are meant
to happen. And then I remember - we had a very unusual Advent and Christmas last year. Thanks, Covid.
Thanks be to God, this year is a little closer to what we remember from the Before Times, especially coming
together for fellowship and worship.

Our December fellowship focus will be December 5, as we Green the Church. Many hands will make light
work of decorating the Chrismon tree, hanging garlands and wreaths, and moving other items into their
traditional places. Afterwards, we’ll gather in the Fellowship Hall for cookies and carols - karaoke style!
Christmas Karaoke is a tradition I’ve introduced at 3 churches, where we’ve raised hundreds of dollars to
help neighbors in need. You’ll want to bring some quarters, so that you can request a singer, decline a
request to sing or invite the whole group to join in. We’ll contribute the money raised to BEMC’s Warm
Homes, Warm Hearts program.
Our worship focus this Advent season is HOPE and the ways we can practice hope. Where might we hear
words of hope or see hope bringing people to life? How is hope shared in the world that surrounds us? How
might we proclaim hope so that others might see and hear it?

Christmas Eve is when we get to welcome the hope offered to the world by the Christ child, and won’t it be a
joy to see all those candles lit during Silent Night again?
December 26 will be all about comfort. We’ll meet for one worship service at 10am in the Fellowship Hall,
and please, wear the comfiest clothes you’ve got. If your kids are sleepy, they can come in their PJs. I’ll
provide the cocoa (and marshmallows) and communion, if you’ll bring along some of the cookies or
Christmas treats that you’re ready to share. We’ll sing carols and give thanks for community as we gather
around hope.
Even as I describe all of this, I am praying that we don’t experience the kind of surge in infections we had
last year (and that much of the Midwest is seeing right now). Selfishly, I want us to gather and sing and do
all of the things that make this season so special. But I am also mindful of how long our medical care
providers and facilities have been running at capacity.
I am confident that, with the Spirit’s help, this will be an Advent and Christmas filled with hope and joy,
even if we need to adjust plans along the way. Because isn’t that just like God, making all things good in
time?
Much love and many blessings,

OH! I almost forgot! We’d like to invite each household to bring an ornament to hang on the tree in the
Fellowship Hall, even if you don’t make it on the 5th. It might represent a special family memory or
tradition, a place you once lived or something that brings you hope. I’d love to hear the story of your
ornament, so don’t be surprised if I ask about this.

Practice: Hope
2nd Sunday of Advent

Christmas Eve

December 5, 2021

December 24, 2021
6pm Worship Service

Psalm 139:7-12, John 1:1-5
See Hope

Isa 9:6 & 7 , Luke 2:1-20
Hope has Come

3rd Sunday of Advent

December 12, 2021

1st Sunday of Christmas,

Mark 2:1-12
Sharing Hope

December 26, 2021
10am worship in Fellowship Hall
Gather ‘Round Hope

4th Sunday of Advent

December 19, 2021
Luke 4:16-21
Proclaim Hope

Listen to Weekly Announcements, Weather Updates, Services and
Sermons online with our Church Info Line!

Toll Free : 1-844-636-0722

Services &Announcements will be updated by the end of the day on Mondays
Sunday Worship Services
8:30am - Indoor
11:00am - Indoor
The 11am service is also streamed live on
our Facebook page and You Tube channel.
**There will be a 6pm Christmas Eve
Worship Service in the Sanctuary**
** There will be one worship service on
December 26th in the Fellowship Hall at
10am

55+ Dinner Update
We are taking December off
and we hope to be back together in
January. More information to follow
soon!
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Important Reminders
Food Pantry Sunday is
December 12th. If you wish to make
a monetary donation, you may drop it
off at the church or mail your check to
the church office.

Highlights From 11/16/2021 Session
Meeting
Approved the Ministry Information Form (MIF)
presented by the Pastor Nominating Committee
(PNC).
Approved spending up to $4,000 to re-develop the
SPC website as recommended by the PNC.
Approved the Interim Pastor contract for 2022.
Approved Communion dates for 2022 – first Sunday
of each month plus some special days.
Approved opening the church for a time of reflection
and prayer on December 31, 2021.
Elected Mike Claxton as Clerk of Session for 2022.
Approved Annual Congregational Meeting on
January 30, 2022.
Approved January 9 for Ordination and Installation
of officers.
Approved December 18, 9 AM to 12 Noon for
training and team building for new and current
officers.

The Christmas Joy offering will be collected on
Sunday December 19th
PORCH - will be collecting food
donations at SPC on December 8 and 9th from
12-4pm. You can drop food off anytime
throughout the month in the church office for
PORCH.
Sisters of Strength will be lunching at Cape Fear
Seafood on December 17th. Meet at the Church
parking lot at 11am to carpool and contact
Elizabeth Lewis if you are planning on attending
so no one is left behind.
The church will be open on December 31 for
Reflection and Prayer from 2-4pm.

Let’s Talk!
Contact the Office or Pastor
Laura if you would like to
make an appointment to
visit with Pastor Laura:

Greeters and Ushers - December, 2021

Outside Visit (Home or
Your Choice)
Tuesdays,10:30-1:00

Date
12/5/21

12/12/21

12/19//21

12/26/21

Greeters - 11 am

Ushers

Beth Spoon
Leslie Claiborne

8:30 Patsy Calhoun
11:00 Susan Alley, Sally Gunn

Bob and Nancy Gorman

8:30 Susanne Pierce
11:00 Patsy Calhoun,
Barbara Montague

Church Office Hours

11:00-1:00 on Mondays
or Wednesdays.

Friday Coffee Chats
10:00 - 12:00
1st Friday at Drift on
OIB

Elizabeth Lewis
Carol Kauffman
10am Gail Thomas

8:30 Stackhouse
11:00 Bill Miller, Bert Murray
10:00
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2nd Friday at Beach Cafe
in Sunset Beach
3rd Friday at
Jumpin Java in Shallotte
4th Friday at Cafe Ahora
in Holden Beach

The Presbyterian Women's Celebration Circle celebrated the Presbyterian
Women (PCUSA) annual Thank Offering at our meeting on Wednesday,
November 10. Joyce Winkler artfully combined a meditation for the
Thank Offering program with our November Bible Study lesson: Lesson
Three -- "Rahab" from What My Grandmothers Taught Me, Learning
from Women in Matthew's Genealogy of Jesus. The program included a
slide show illustrating the projects funded in recent years by the PW
Thank Offering. Our mission project in November was the Thank
Offering. The Rose House mission has been moved to the March
2022 meeting. Our generous PW members contributed over $400 to
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance in October and over $700 to the Thank
Offering in November.
Gail Thomas described plans for the "Greening of the Church" and
"Christmas Carol Karaoke" planned for the afternoon of December 5.
Volunteers are needed at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, December 1, to help
bring Christmas decorations out of the attic and stage wreaths, bows, etc.,
in preparation for the Sunday activities. Whether you have helped with
decorations in the past, or not, please take an hour or so of your time to
help us with the preparations. On Sunday, December 5, volunteers will
also be needed to guide all those helpers who will be decorating the
sanctuary and the Fellowship Hall on that day.
The meeting attendees were treated to a light lunch of finger sandwiches
and desserts provided by Carol Kauffman and Mary Mercer and members
of the PW Coordinating Team. For the December meeting
on Wednesday, December 8, the Bible Study leader is Gail Thomas and
hostesses are Jean Curry and Deb Claxton. Stay tuned for information
about whether the December 8 meeting will include lunch.

Our Operation Christmas
Child Shoebox Collection was a
huge Success!
We gathered a total of
2220 boxes!
Thanks to all that participated
and volunteered to be
available to aid in our
collection!

Cookie Bakers Needed!

We are looking for members to
bake 2 dozen cookies each for our
Greening/Karaoke event on
December 5th. Please contact
Susanne Pierce if you are able to
help - 910-579-9088.
Thank You!

SPC Scholarship 2022
As we prepare to close out our calendar year, we think about many things. We think about our Blessings that God
has given us like the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ, like family and friends, like our health, our safety and
security, and the great country in which we live. We also have to think about our financial responsibilities and what
type of last minute gifts we want to make at the end of the year.
As businesses prepare for their fiscal year-end close, we as individuals also prepare for our calendar year-end close.
First, obviously, we want to make sure we have covered our commitment to the church and then if we have some
left over we could contribute to our own SPC Scholarship Fund. This is an investment in the future of our youth
and in our church. If you are able to do so, Please make your check out to Shallotte Presbyterian Church and note in
the memo line, Scholarship fund. You can then mail your check to Shallotte Presbyterian Church or place your
check in the offering plate. There are Blue envelopes in the pew racks to enclose your gift as well.
THANKS SO MUCH for your continued support of our Scholarship Program,
Erskine Blount, Project Chair

3

Mission and Benevolence
In this season of thankfulness, the Mission and Benevolence
Committee extends a big THANK YOU to our congregation
and friends of SPC. This year, your generosity ensured we
supported many local, state and international programs that
maintain the health and welfare of people in need.
We are particularly happy to help sustain local programs such
as the Lord’s Food Pantry, Brunswick Family Assistance
(BFA), First Tee, Community in Schools (Union Elementary
and Shallotte Middle School), and the Brunswick Christian
Recovery Center. Other programs we support are the Rose
House, SECU Family House (hospice house located in Supply),
American Red Cross Bloodmobile and Brunswick County
Street Reach. SPC members and friends set a record for the
Crop Walk this year, pledging over $4,000! Targeted
fundraisers for the Community Counseling Center included a
mum sale and a cake auction that was delicious and fun for all.
Children’s Hope Alliance, Matthew 25 Center (a program in
Tabor City that provides families traveling long distances to
visit incarcerated loved ones with a safe place to stay
overnight), Habitat for Humanity, and Monroe Camp and
Retreat Center are all state programs that impact many lives,
young and old. We are proud to help maintain these programs
across North Carolina.

Internationally, we support our South Asian missionary Hery
Ramambasos, who is the regional liaison serving Southeast
Asia and the Pacific. As liaison, he facilitates strengthening
relationships between PCUSA and other denominations as they
partner together. Another international emphasis is the Haiti
Education Foundation, which provides education and supplies
for schools in south Haiti.

Pastor Nominating Committee
A Message from the Pastor Nominating
Committee
Last month we shared that we had begun
to work on the MIF (Ministry Information
Form) which describes who we are as a
church, what we do, and what we are
seeking in a new pastor. We explained that
once it was completed it would be
approved by Ann Jahnes (the
Presbytery Committee on Ministry liaison)
before being presented to the SPC
Session.
We are pleased to report that we have
reached a significant milestone in the
process! The MIF was approved by
Session on Tuesday, November 16, 2021
and then submitted to the Presbytery’s
Commission on Ministry. We hope to
have it online by mid December, formally
kicking off our candidate search! Copies
of the MIF will be available in the office
for members to review once the online
posting is completed.
The Pastor Nominating Committee
appreciates your continued support,
patience and prayers.

Many letters of thanks from these local, state and
international organizations are displayed on the bulletin board
in the hallway leading to the Fellowship Hall.
We THANK YOU again!
PORCH South Brunswick Update

Donated in November

Donated in October

Total Donations - 2837.5 lbs
SPC Donations- 60 lbs

Total Donations - 3020lbs.
SPC Donations - 437 lbs
4

We invite you to bring in an
ornament to Hang on our
Christmas Tree in the
Fellowship Hall for December
5th. Something that represents a
family memory or tradition.
Something that brings you
HOPE would be great!

If you have placed a name on the list below and it needs to be removed,
please call or email the Church Office, 910-754-6929, church@atmc.net

Please Pray for the Individuals Below and Their Families
Bob Alexander, Susan Alley and Family, David Barham, Tim Bartlett, Betty Baxter, Pat Bell, Benton Family, Betsy
Bergstrom & family, Family of Owen Bertschi, Erskine Blount, Cynthia Boland, J.C. Brooks, Betty Church, Susan &
Mike Clawson, Bill Coggins, Larry Cook, Susan & Mike Dellay, Pat Dobbins, Pat Draughn, Walker Franklin,
Marie Harrison, Barb Hauver, Alice Hedrick & her great-grandson Logan, Robert Hilton, Mary Mac Holcombe,
Robbin Holden, Peggy Hughes, Thomas Keller, Kathy & Bill Kelly, Kolcun family, Shannon Gluckman,
Charles Green, Lantz & Peggy Lackey, Bert Lamport, Family of Ann Long & son Josh, Lowry family,
David Martin Jr., Catherine Norman, Lucie Oakley, Al Parker, Nancy Parker, Stacey Ridgeway, Dian Robbins,
Sarah Scott, Beth Spoon, Patrick Stackhouse, Jane B. Stegall, Carole Stephenson, Donna Sullivan’s grandson,
Thomas, Jim Townsend, Bob Williams, Joyce Winkler’s great nephew Evan.
If you know of anyone serving in the military that we can add to our prayer list, please let Kathy know.

How do I make a reservation or an inquiry about the Columbarium and Memorial
Garden?
Arrangements for inurnment or memorialization can be made through the Shallotte
Presbyterian Church office at any time. When possible, arrangements for the reservation of
niches should be made well in advance of need in order that decisions can be rational
without a sense of urgency. You may also see Betsy Braddock or any member of the
Columbarium and Memorial Garden Committee.
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The Shallotte Presbyterian Church
CROP Walk team raised at least $4346, far
exceeding their goal of $2500 and successfully
bringing the trophy back home to our church!
The total raised the CROP Walk was over $8000!
Thanks to all who participated and donated.

TEENS

Job Opportunity - MEDIA AND TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST
Job Summary
The Media and Technology Specialist is responsible for ensuring
technical excellence through the skillful use of audio/video
technology, live streaming technology, and social media
channels. The Media and Technology Specialist is also responsible
for training and leading volunteers who are equipped to serve with
excellence.
Ministry Accountability
The position reports to the Pastor while also working closely with the
Worship Committee to produce impactful, meaningful worship
experiences using modern technology. Other duties assigned as
deemed necessary by the Pastor.
Qualifications:
High school diploma or GED required, post-secondary education
in a related field preferred.
A minimum of two year’s experience in a relevant position;
experience in a church environment a plus.
Strong work ethic with ability to work a flexible schedule with
minimal supervision.
Demonstrate strong working knowledge or ability to learn
existing or acquired technology.
Experience working with WordPress, Facebook, YouTube and
other communications
platforms.
Desired Personal Traits
Spiritual maturity and commitment to spiritual growth.
Maintain confidentiality in all situations. Possess a helpful,
cheerful, diplomatic and caring servant attitude to all.
This is a part-time position regularly scheduled to work up to 10
hours per week as agreed upon between the incumbent and the
Pastor. Set up, video and stream worship services on Sunday
mornings and other special services Any change in schedule must
be approved by the Pastor. Shallotte Presbyterian Church
(Church@atmc.net) for detailed job description or to
submit a resume.
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This year, instead of an Angel Tree, we're
participating in Toys for Teens - a chance
to bring Christmas Joy to some of the
younger neighbors in our community.
Please bring your unwrapped toys/
donations for teens, boys and girls ages
13-16 years old, and place them in the
Toys For Tots boxes provided at church, in
the church office and in the Narthex.
Collections will begin soon and be
delivered to BFA by December 13-15.
Suggestions:
Girls Curling iron/Flat iron
Hair "stuff" - bands, bows, ribbons, etc.
Makeup/lip gloss
Bath bomb gift sets
Fake nails
Cosmetic bag or set of bags
Teen girls' leggings
Makeup kits for teens
Makeup mirror/organizers

Boys Any sports balls - soccer, football, baseball/glove
Skate boards/helmet & knee pad sets
Baseball caps
Axe cologne/deodorant (this brand is most requested)
Magnetic dart board
Indoor basketball hoops
Either girls/boysBluetooth speakers
Gel Pens with "Older kids" coloring books
Fidgit toys
Classic games like: Jenga, Clue, Life, Twister, Connect
4, Pictionary, Sorry, Chess, Apples To Apples, Battleship, etc.
Newer game favorites like: Crainium, “Spontuneous”
Songs, “Not Parent Approved” Card game, Codenames

Shallotte Presbyterian Church (PCUSA)
P. O. Box 3256
Shallotte, NC 28459
Phone: 910-754-6929
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www.shallottechurch.org
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ADDRESS RETURN REQUESTED
December,2021

Scan with your Smartphone to Access
our NEW Online Giving Web Portal!

www.facebook.com/shallottepresbyterian

Community Counseling Center

4910 Wrightsville Avenue Wilmington, NC 28403
910-452-7370/910-448-0525
Satellite Office: Shallotte Presbyterian Church

Who We Are
We Are Mission-Driven
The Mission of the Community Counseling Center is:
To promote mental and emotional wellness for every member of our community.
Our ambitious mission statement reflects that we see the value in everyone. We strive to be a
catalyst for promoting emotional well-being in our community. Since its founding, the
Community Counseling Center has sought to provide support and empowerment to our clients
and community. We seek to provide the same high quality of care to every individual who
comes for help. Financial accessibility is not a barrier. When individuals are uninsured or
under-insured, the Center offers a sliding scale fee. The Center is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization and relies on generous financial support from donors and grants/foundations to
offer a robust sliding scale fee structure.
Are you interested in counseling for yourself or someone close? Call the Center at
910-452-7370, and visit at www.wantcounseling.com
Jonathan R. Kelley, Counselor

