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As we move into October, I want to follow up on the Follow Me discipleship program we’re
following this year. Yes… that was a lot of “follow” in one sentence.
But that’s kind of the point. As individuals and as a congregation, we are meant to be listening and
watching for direction from God. We hear and see those calls to action in scripture, in the news, in
conversations with others, especially when the Spirit nudges us to look and listen more closely.
It’s the next part that’s kind of hard- taking action. Coming out of our study of Ephesians, we have
focused on the core of what it takes to follow Jesus into the ministry of reconciliation, of repair, of
welcome. At the very heart of it all is love… God’s love for us, our love for God and our love for one
another and our neighbors.
All that love takes practice, which can only happen in relationships. Relationships require
presence, which is mostly an in-person thing (though anyone whose grands live states away can
attest to the power of technology to keep us connected). That’s why I hope you’ll consider being part
of a discipleship group as we move through the fall and winter.
Right now, groups are meeting at the Sunday school hour (9:45am) and on Wednesday and
Thursday evenings (6:30pm). Each meeting time can accommodate folks via Zoom, and we have
folks ready and willing to help you connect.
Whether you meet with a group or not, you can dig deeper into the themes we
are covering month to month with a reflection journal that we are making
available at church.
You’ll find Sunday morning worship is a good jumping off point for conversations with God and/or others in your household. You could even set up a
weekly call or coffee date with a study buddy.
This month, we’ll look at Welcome and how Jesus’ teachings and life reflects
God’s desire for ALL to be welcomed and loved. This is a great time for us to
consider real and tangible ways to welcome all who come to our doors. We
can practice welcoming new faces and folks we’ve not seen for a season or
two, people who are looking for community after so much pandemic upheaval,
and eventually a new pastor.
We might even be challenged to welcome people we never imagined would be part of our lives and
community. Our Presbyterian Women can attest to the idea that Jesus’ genealogy includes some
unexpected people. Certainly, the stories from the gospels show us that Jesus challenged his own
closest friends to expand their idea of whose invitations to accept, whose presence mattered, and
who should be welcomed to the table.
I look forward to learning and following with you!

Follow Me! Making Disciples of All Ages
Practice 1 - Follow Jesus

21th Sunday after Pentecost

19th Sunday after Pentecost

October 17, 2021

World Communion Sunday
October 3, 2021

Seeing Christ in the Other
Matthew 25:31-46

Everyone has Something to Share
Matthew 28:18-20

22th Sunday after Pentecost,

October 24, 2021
Know Your Gifts
Luke 10:38-42

Practice 2 - Welcome All

20th Sunday after Pentecost

October 10, 2021
God Has Welcomed Us
Genesis 1:1-4; 2:4-25

23rd Sunday after Pentecost

October 31, 2021
Break the Othering Habit
Luke 7:36-50

Listen to Weekly Announcements, Weather Updates, Services and
Sermons online with our Church Info Line!

Toll Free : 1-844-636-0722

Services &Announcements will be updated by the end of the day on Mondays
Sunday Worship Services
8:30am - Indoor
11:00am - Indoor
The 11am service is also streamed live on
our Facebook page and You Tube channel.

Looking Ahead to Consecration Sunday
Committee Presentation Schedule:
10/3/21 - Fellowship Committee
10/10/21 - Christian Education Committee
10/17/21 - Personnel Committee
10/24/21 - Worship Committee
10/31/21 - Finance Committee
11/7/21 - Mission & Benevolence
11/14/21 - Consecration Sunday
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Important Reminders
Food Pantry Sunday is
October 10th. If you wish to make a
monetary donation, you may drop it off
at the church or mail your check to the
church office.

Highlights From 9/28/2021 Session Meeting
Approved staying the course for building use until the
percent of positive tests in the county runs consistently
below 15%.
Approved a recommendation from the Personnel,
Worship, and Finance committees to hire an
Audio-Visual specialist to assist with worship.
Approved a recommendation from the Property and
Grounds committee for Finance to allocate funds to
repair, relocate and install the donated playground
equipment to the fenced-in area behind the Sunday
School wing of the church. It is suggested the funds
not exceed $12,000 and they be taken from the money
bequeathed by the Smith family and once completed
the playground be named in honor of the Smith
family.

PORCH - will be collecting food
donations at SPC on October 13 and 14 from
12-4pm. You can drop food off anytime
throughout the month in the church office for
PORCH.
Operation Christmas Child - It’s time to start
thinking about filling up those shoeboxes!
Collection Week will be Nov. 15 -22. More
information will follow soon.

Elected Patsy Calhoun as Elder Commissioner to the
Presbytery meeting to be held on October 9, 2021.

Greeters and Ushers - October, 2021
Date

Greeters - 11 am

Ushers

10/3/21

Carol Vealey, Berta Murray

8:30 Linda and Marvin Stackhouse
11:00 Betsy Braddock, Patsy Calhoun

10/10/21

Beth Spoon, Elizabeth Lewis

8:30 Paul Marlow
11:00 Donna Trest, Barbara Montague

10/17/21

Nancy Gorman, Gail Thomas

8:30 Susanne Pierce
11:00

10/24/21

Helen & Charlie Odum

8:30 Patsy Calhoun
11:00 Rusty Russ, Bob Gorman

10/31/21

Beth Spoon, Gail Thomas

8:30 Donna Trest
11:00 Don and Carol Kauffman
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Volunteer Opportunities

In an impressive response to Joyce’s
message on participating on September
19, we had great participation at The
Lords Food Pantry on Thursday (6),
Friday (17) for packing and Saturday
(15) for distribution.
If you were unable to participate this
month, your next opportunities to
participate are:
October 13 & 14 PORCH bring food to
donate or call Mike & Deb Claxton
to volunteer to help sort & pack.
Thirty three SPC ladies attended the first meeting of the
Celebration Circle on Wednesday September 8, 2021. We welcomed 2 new
ladies who had not attended in the past! Unfortunately, plans to Zoom the
meeting to at-home attendees did not work out. Video of the meeting was
captured and is available on YouTube at this link:
https://youtu.be/97fyz9kale4.
Co-Moderator Carol Kauffman welcomed the group. Reverend
Laura Viau led an interesting and exciting Bible study including the
Introduction - “Tales of the Grandmothers” and Lesson One – “Family
Trees” from “What My Grandmothers Taught Me, Learning from the Women
in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus” by Merryl Blair, our PW Bible Study book
for this year.
Our Mission Project for September was monetary donations to
Children’s Hope Alliance. Beth Spoon recounted a history of Children’s
Hope Alliance, highlighting the organization’s origins and evolution and the
good work they do in the areas of foster care, adoption, outpatient and
residential services for troubled children, and transitional programs for
18 to 20 year olds,
It was wonderful to fellowship together and we look forward to our
next meeting on Wednesday, October 13, 2021. Our Mission Project for
October will be monetary donations to the Presbytery Disaster Relief Fund.
Remember, participation in our Mission Projects is always voluntary. All
women of SPC are member of Presbyterian Women. We hope you will join
us on October 13!!

November 7 CROP Walk to donate
and/or walk to fight hunger. See
Sarah Cook & Deb Claxton in the
narthex after services between now
and November for more
information.
November 10 & 11 PORCH bring food
to donate or call Mike & Deb
Claxton to volunteer to help sort &
pack.
November 24, 26 &27 SPC will host at
The Lords Food Pantry on the last
week of November. Thursday to
unload and pack frozen items – we
can save you money if you help
pack instead of going out to the
Black Friday madhouse; Friday to
unload, pack, and reload the truck
with shelf foods; and Saturday
distributing food to our clients –
our food insecure neighbors of
Brunswick County.

COMMUNITY COUNSELNG CENTER FUNDRAISER
The Missions and Benevolences Committee is sponsoring a fundraiser for the
Community Counseling Center.
SPC has been a supporter of the center for many years and has always had a representative to serve on the Board of
Directors. Our church has also provided the use of the library as satellite office space to see clients from southern Brunswick
County. This year’s event will be Wednesday, October 13th in the Fellowship Hall with Susan Lewis, Acting Executive
Director of the center as our speaker. She will share the Center’s Mission of “hope and healing for all” and counseling
services that are available. Due to Covid restrictions about serving food and the continued need to wear masks, we will be
unable to host a dinner but are planning something different. A HOMEMADE BAKED GOODS Silent Auction. We are excited to
announce that we have 16+ SPC bakers who will volunteer their specialties for the auction. Now, you are probably
wondering exactly how a Silent Auction of baked goods will be held. Each donated item would be available on October 13th
for bidding from 5:30-6:00 pm. Each dessert will be identified with the baker’s name and those attending will place a bid.
The highest bidder wins a delicious treat!!!! The winners will be announced at the end of Susan Lewis’ presentation. A love
offering will also be collected and ALL proceeds from the event will go directly to the Center. SO mark your calendar for
October 13th for Fellowship, Fun, Education, Raising money for the center and possibly being a winner of a delicious treat.

3

55+ Dinner

Second Sunday Funday

We got down and dirty for this month’s Second Sunday Funday! A good time was
had by the Smithwick, and Pendergrass families. Joy Winkler led the fun and Mike
and Deb Claxton assisted. The next Second Sunday Funday is scheduled for
October 10th after the 11am service. All SPC youth are welcome!

Mission and Benevolence - CROP Hunger Walk

Our October 55+ will be on Monday, October 18 at
6:00. We hope you will join us at The Purple Onion for our
monthly dinner together. The price is $12.00 per person. You
will be receiving an email invitation soon and if you’d like to
be added to our list, please email Nancy Gorman at
nggorman@atmc.net so we can put you on the list. If you
don’t have email call her at 910-228-2171 or Bob at
910-232-7654. Masks are requested as you enter and leave the
restaurant and all the staff are mandated to wear theirs. Come
and join us for a great fellowship time.!

In 2021, please help as we continue to fight against the
challenges of disease, disaster, displacement and other concerns that
leave people hungry. Through the efforts of Church World Service, a
faith-based organization that began in 1947, cities and towns across
the U.S. will hold walk events to respond to these needs. Join with us as
we raise funds to help neighbors near and far get the meals they need
today and sustainable food security for tomorrow. 25% of the funds
raised are returned to the host community to support local hunger
fighting efforts.
The CROP Hunger Walk for 2021 will be held on Sunday,
November 7th beginning at 1:00 PM at Mulberry Park in Shallotte. Two
distances will be available: 1) Two laps around Mulberry Park,
approximately 1 mile and 2) Round trip from Mulberry Park to Calvary
Baptist Church and back to Mulberry, approximately 5K or 3.1 miles.
We will be creating a Shallotte Presbyterian team for the CROP
Walk. Your SPC Co-Recruiters are Sarah Cook and Deb Claxton. They
plan to be available in the Narthex on Sunday mornings or you may call
or email them. Sarah (910 471-3306, sarahsmithcook@gmail.com) and
Deb (443 904-0516, dmclaxt@yahoo.com) will be happy to explain
how to sign up as a walker on the SPC Team or how to sponsor a
walker. Signups to walk or donate to a walker can easily be arranged
online.

Your generosity and fundraising will make a world of
difference.
HELP SUPPORT THE SPC TEAM’S CROP WALK
WE WALK SO OTHERS CAN LIVE!
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PORCH South Brunswick Update
Donated in September

Total Donations - 2607.5 lbs.
SPC Donations - 306 lbs.

Donated in August

Total Donations - 2471.5 lbs.

SPC Donations - 248 lbs.
Let’s Talk!

Contact the Office or Pastor Laura if you
would like to make an appointment to visit
with Pastor Laura:

Outside Visit (Home or Your Choice)
Tuesdays,10:30-1:00

Church Office Hours

11:00-1:00 on Mondays or Wednesdays.
Friday Coffee Chats
10:30 - 12:30
1st Friday at Drift on OIB
2nd Friday at Beach Cafe in Sunset
Beach
3rd Friday at
Starbucks in Shallotte
4th Friday at Cafe Ahora in Holden

Beach

If you have placed a name on the list below and it needs to be removed,
please call or email the Church Office, 910-754-6929, church@atmc.net

Please Pray for the Individuals Below and Their Families

David Barham, Tim Bartlett, Jim Benton, Betsy Bergstrom & family, Jerry Bertschi, Owen Bertschi, Erskine Blount,
J.C. Brooks, Donna Butler, Betty Church, Susan & Mike Clawson, Bill Coggins, Larry Cook, Susan & Mike Dellay,
Pat Dobbins, Pat Draughn, Walker Franklin, Ryn Goodwin, Marie Harrison, Barb Hauver, Alice Hedrick & her great
-grandson Logan, Robert Hilton, Mary Mac Holcombe, Robbin Holden, Peggy Hughes, Thomas Keller, Kathy & Bill
Kelly, Shannon Gluckman, Lantz & Peggy Lackey, Bert Lamport, Family of Ann Long & son Josh, Rev. Jerrod Lowry
and wife Molly, David Martin Jr., Family of Pam Molinatto, Laura Morrison, Catherine Norman, Kari & Jeff Oakes,
Lucie Oakley, Al Parker, Nancy Parker, Stacey Ridgeway, Dian Robbins, Sarah Scott, Family of Trenton Sherman,
Beth Spoon, Patrick Stackhouse, Carole Stephenson, Donna Sullivan’s grandson, Thomas, Jim Townsend,
Bob Williams, Joyce Winkler’s great nephew Evan.
If you know of anyone serving in the military that we can add to our prayer list, please let Kathy know.

Is anyone available to speak with me and/or my family about my plans? I just don’t
know how to begin making decisions
Yes, Pastor Laura, and any member of our Columbarium and Memorial Garden
Committee is willing to meet with you and your family. This subject can be a delicate
one as families may have difficulty discussing plans for after death. Please call the
church office or Betsy Braddock to arrange a time to meet.
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Dear SPC Friends,
How blessed I am to be a part of
such a loving congregation! So
many of you have done so much
for me and I want you to know

how very grateful I am.
Thank you for your cards, calls,
visits, food and especially your
prayers during my illness. I have
truly felt God’s love through your
many acts of kindness!
May God continue to bless you
Love,

Sarah Scott

To all the wonderful Friends in Christ at
Shallotte Presbyterian Church,
Thank you for your prayers and thoughtfulness. It has been a journey, but I
sincerely believe I am on a clear path to full
recovery following my heart NHRMC procedure of just 4 weeks ago. I am in cardiac

rehab now. And though my muscles are
burning, I am rebuilding for a better
tomorrow. I look forward to seeing you all
and thanking you for your caring and
thoughtfulness.
My love to you and to Him. JimB
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Scan with your Smartphone to Access
our NEW Online Giving Web Portal!

www.facebook.com/shallottepresbyterian

Community Counseling Center

4910 Wrightsville Avenue Wilmington, NC 28403
910-452-7370/910-448-0525
Satellite Office: Shallotte Presbyterian Church

Who We Are
We Are Mission-Driven
The Mission of the Community Counseling Center is:
To promote mental and emotional wellness for every member of our community.
Our ambitious mission statement reflects that we see the value in everyone. We strive to be a
catalyst for promoting emotional well-being in our community. Since its founding, the
Community Counseling Center has sought to provide support and empowerment to our clients
and community. We seek to provide the same high quality of care to every individual who
comes for help. Financial accessibility is not a barrier. When individuals are uninsured or
under-insured, the Center offers a sliding scale fee. The Center is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization and relies on generous financial support from donors and grants/foundations to
offer a robust sliding scale fee structure.
Are you interested in counseling for yourself or someone close? Call the Center at
910-452-7370, and visit at www.wantcounseling.com
Jonathan R. Kelley, Counselor

