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This month, my thoughts center around numbers and counting.
Counting Down to Gathering for Worship in the Sanctuary
Randy and I have missed having more than a handful of folks worship with us in real time. We
could not be more excited about the session’s plan to gradually move us back into the sanctuary,
even as we bear in mind the particular risks of the kind of things we do in worship (singing,
speaking together, etc.).
You can find much more detail on our website or in the emails we’ve sent out, but here are some
basics:
When and where we’ll gather:
May 2-23
May 9-23
May 30

11am Worship on the Grounds (as we have done through April)
8:30am Sanctuary Worship with limited seating by reservation.
Our typical summer worship pattern begins.
8:30 at the beach and 11:00 in the sanctuary by reservation

What about online?

We will record and post our 11 am worship for the first couple of weeks of May or until we can get
indoor live-stream working. Those live posts will also be available for viewing later.
A general reminder of anti-COVID protocols for this month (check the website or your email
for more details):
•
•
•
•

Masking and keeping distance by household while inside
Ushers guiding us to seats and dismissing us by rows to help with distance while moving
Congregation members will not be invited to sing or add voices to responsive prayer
Reservations will help us get a sense of when we need to prepare for additional seating/
overflow, as well as give us a head start should we ever need to do contact tracing.

Your Voice Counts
The session and I reviewed the input of our Mission Study small groups and congregational survey.
The groups provided thoughtful and meaningful feedback for us to consider, but we were
concerned by the low number of responses to the survey.
If you were among those who completed a survey already THANK YOU.
If not, we need to hear from you. You can complete and return the copy enclosed in this newsletter
or use it to prepare to go online and enter your responses. You can find a link on the website at:
www.shallottechurch.org > Mission Study 2021. It will also be included in emails for the next week
or so.
Please note that ALL SURVEY DATA REMAINS ANONYMOUS. In fact, we intentionally did not
include a spot for names. The questions are going to be very helpful for
the session as we consider the future mission direction of the church,
which will in turn inform our pastoral search process.

Day of Pentecost,
May 23

5th Sunday of Easter,
May 2

Acts 2:1-4; Galatians 4:1-7
Pentecost Filled by the Spirit to Bear Fruit

Acts 15:1-18 The Council at Jerusalem

6th Sunday of Easter,
May 9

Trinity Sunday
May 30

Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21 Living by
Faith

Acts 2: 42-47 Making and Being
Disciples

7th Sunday of Easter,

Galatians 3:1-9, 23-29 One in Christ

Listen to Weekly Announcements, Weather Updates, Services and
Sermons online with our Church Info Line!

Toll Free : 1-844-636-0722
Services &Announcements will be updated by the end of the day on Mondays

Important Reminders
Food Pantry Sunday is
May 9th
If you wish to make a
monetary donation, you
may mail your check
to the church office.
I

II

II

PORCH - will be collecting food
donations at SPC on May 12th-13th
12 - 4pm
Fellowship Dinner &
Congregational Meeting will be held
on May 26th at 5:30pm at the
Pavilion. (weather permitting).
Sisters Off Strength will be meeting
on May 28th at the Boundary House
at 11:30am.
Beach Worship begins on May 30th!
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Worship Service Updates

Starting in May, we will begin transitioning our Worship Service inside. Here are the
specifics:
May 2nd - 11:00 am Outdoor Worship, weather permitting. SPC Scholarship Awards
May 9th - 8:30am Inside Worship - Reservations required - 30 Max
11:00 Outdoor Worship - Recorded session later in the day.
May 16th - 8:30am Inside Worship - Reservations required - 40 Max - Live Stream
11:00 Outdoor Worship May 23rd - 8:30am Inside Worship - Reservations required - 40 Max - Live Stream
11:00 Outdoor Worship May 30th - 8:30am - Beach Worship
11:00 - Indoor Worship - Live Stream

Dear Church family,
I would love to thank each one of you personally in writing, but I addressed this note to my church family
because it is this whole congregation at SPC that has helped Steve and I get through the difficult disease
of ALS. Your cards, food, meals, visits, telephone calls, physical assistance at church, his birthday choir
serenade, flowers, ALS Association and church gifts and memorials, kind words, thoughts and prayers
have uplifted both of us through the many months of his illness and for me since his death. He said to me
once, "I can't believe this many people care about me". I know he truly felt the love of this congregation.
My heart is filled with gratitude.

Beth Spoon
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JOIN YOU FRIENDS – SIGN UP NOW
2021 SHALLOTTE PRESBYTERIAN CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT

THERE’S STILL PLENTY OF ROOM FOR YOUR GROUP TO PLAY

SATURDAY, JUNE 19TH AT CROW CREEK GOLF CLUB

TEE TIMES WILL BE ASSIGNED, TO KEEP EVERYONE SAFE
$80 ENTRY FEE INCLUDES:
Greens Fee and Cart (Best Ball Scramble)
Range Balls before tee off
Continental Breakfast in the Dining Room
Bag Lunch and Drink at the Turn
20 Free Chance Auction items
Lots of Prizes and a chance to win a New Car (Hole-In-One)

Register Now at www.ShallottePresGolf.org

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO REGISTER NOW
Questions: Contact Wayne Tillman at hwaynet01@gmail.com

Highlights From March and April
Session Meetings
Highlights From 3/29/2021 Session Meeting
Approved a request from Charles A. (Andy) & Lauren Russ to have their daughter, Eliza Kate Russ, baptized at the
11 AM service on April 18.
Highlights From 4/20/2021 Called Session Meeting
Approved a proposal from the Worship committee for transitioning toward our "typical" Sunday schedule between
now and Memorial Day by having the 8:30 AM Worship service inside the sanctuary until Memorial Day when that
service will move to the traditional Beach Worship.
Highlights From 4/27/2021 Stated Session Meeting
Approved a request from Stewardship and Finance to engage Ann Marie Cooper, Allstate Financial Services, as a
financial consultant to assist with investing funds resulting from a bequest to SPC.
Set date of May 26 for a Congregational Meeting to elect an Elder to fill an unexpired term for the Class of 2021
and to provide information on the results of the Mission Study.
Approved a proposal from Property & Grounds Committee to purchase and install 13 iWave air purifiers.
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If you have placed a name on the list below and it needs to be removed,
please call or email the Church Office, 910-754-6929, church@atmc.net

Please Pray for the Individuals Below and Their Families
Tim Bartlett, Jim Benton, Betsy Bergstrom & family, Jerry Bertschi, Carolyn Blythe, Crystal Braxton,
Ann Buechner & Family, Donna Butler, John Cardwell, Kat Cheves, Betty Church,
Susan & Mike Clawson, Leamon Clemmons, Bill Coggins, Larry Cook, Susan & Mike Dellay,
Pat Dobbins, Edie Forrest, Robin Fort, Family of Janelle Gore, Family of Mint Greene, Marie Harrison,
Barb Hauver, Alice Hedrick & her great-grandson Logan, Robbin Holden, Thomas Keller, |
Kathy & Bill Kelly, Michael Kenny, Shannon Gluckman, Lantz & Peggy Lackey, Bert Lamport,
Ann Long & son Josh, David Martin Jr., McElduff Family, Family of Martha Miller, Catherine Norman,
Lucie Oakley, Eric O’Brian & Family, Al Parker, Dakota Reiswig, Stacey Ridgeway,
Dian Robbins & Family, Susan Sanderford & Family, Sarah Scott, Andrea Smith, Beth Spoon & Family,
Carole Stephenson, Donna Sullivan’s grandson, Thomas, Lee Sullivan, Margaret Westmoreland,
Bob Williams, Pat Winkler, Joyce Winkler’s great nephew Evan, Winslow Family
If you know of anyone serving in the military that we can add to our prayer list, please let Kathy know.

Message from our Nominating Committee Chairperson
During the months of May and June, we will be turning our attention to the election of Deacons
and Elders for the Class of 2024. Our Nominating Committee has been formed and in preparation
for the elections, we will be sharing with our members the outlines of duties for each office. This
will be shared in our May and June newsletters. We will begin this process by considering the
definitions of Deacons and Elders as written in the Book of Order for our Church. In next month’s
article, you can look forward to the specific Deacons and Elder duties that are utilized to serve our
own Shallotte Presbyterian Church and community. Please review these duties and give some
thought as to who you may wish to nominate.
From the Book of Order, 2019 – 2021:
Deacon Defined
The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, witness, and service, sharing
in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the friendless,
the oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distress. Persons of
spiritual character, honest repute, exemplary lives, brotherly and sisterly love, sincere
compassion, and sound judgement should be chosen for this ministry.
Under Authority of the Session
Deacons may be individually commissioned or organized as a board of deacons. In either case,
their ministry is under the supervision and authority of the session. Deacons may be given special
assignments in the congregation, such as caring for members in need, handling educational tasks,
cultivating liberality in giving, collecting and disbursing monies to specific persons or causes, or
overseeing the buildings and property of the congregation.

Ruling Elder Defined
Ruling elders are named not because they “lord it over” the congregation, but because they are
chosen by the congregation to discern and measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and to
strengthen and nurture its faith and life. Ruling elders, together with ministers of the Word and
Sacrament, exercise leadership, government, spiritual discernment, and discipline and have
responsibilities for the life of a congregation as well as the whole church, including ecumenical
relationships. When elected by the congregation, they shall serve faithfully as members of the
session. When elected as commissioners to higher councils, ruling elders participate and vote with
the same authority as ministers of the Word and Sacrament, and they are eligible for any office.
Ruling elders and deacons shall be nominated by a committee elected by the congregation,
drawn from and representative of its memberships.
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EXCITING NEWS!!!!!! There is a new garden in town. THE LORD’S MIRACLE ACRES
Volunteers are needed to help plant vegetables in a one-acre garden on Highway 17 near
Shallotte. The fresh produce from the garden will be donated to the Lord’s Food Pantry each
Saturday and donations to the Brunswick Senor Resource Center for meals prepared for the
“Meals on Wheels” as well as meals prepared at the center. Volunteers are also needed for
harvesting, washing, bagging and distribution If you are interested in playing in the dirt to
gather God’s abundance for those in need, please contact Victor Stephens (910-579-4859), a
member of New Beginnings Church, or email him at victornstephens@yahoo.com. ALL AGES
are welcomed, so let’s get our hands in the soil!

Congratulations to the
Winners of the
On April 14th, both circles met at
the pavilion. The eighth lesson entitled
“God Laments” was the focus for this
month.
Circle 1 gathered at 10:30 AM
with eleven members present. Carol
Kauffman led the bible study. The
mission for April was South Brunswick
Interchurch Council. May’s mission will
be monetary donations to Lower Cape
Fear Hospice.
The Joyce Skeen circle met at
1:30 PM. Seventeen members were in
attendance. Joyce Winkler shared the
devotion. Linda Stackhouse presented
the bible study prepared by Judy Holden.
The final meeting for the
Presbyterian women will be held on May
12, 2021 at 10:30AM. The meeting will
be a combined meeting of both circles,
celebrating the Birthday Offering. The
meeting will be held at the pavilion. The
Least Coin collection will be turned in,
and officers for 2021-2022 will be
installed. Come enjoy birthday cake and
fellowship!

SHALLOTTE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SCHOLARSHIP!

Powell Braddock
&
Blake Durham
Scholarships will be awarded at the
May 2nd 11 o’clock service.

PORCH Update - South Brunswick
Donated in April
Total donations – 1289 lbs.
SPC donations – 259.5 lbs. (thanks for 135.5 lbs. from the
Gormans)
Donated in March
Total donations – 1363 lbs.
SPC donations – 65 lbs.
For more information about PORCH South Brunswick, see The Focus
on Mission article in the March 2021 Newsletter or

email Mike Claxton at mikeclaxton50@gmail.com

How do I make a reservation or an inquiry about the Columbarium and Memorial Garden?
Arrangements for inurnment or memorialization can be made through the SPC
office at any time. When possible, arrangements for the reservation of niches
should be made well in advance of need, in order that decisions can be rational
without a sense of urgency. You may also contact Betsy Braddock or any member of the Columbarium and Memorial Garden Committee.
Niches are available for one or two sets of cremated remains.
Memorial Wall plaques can be reserved in honor of or in memory of someone.
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SPC Announcements:
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Congratulations to the family of Eliza Kate Russ,
daughter of Andy and Lauren Russ and
granddaughter to Polly and Rusty Russ. Eliza was
baptized at our April 18th Worship Service.. (see
picture to the right)
SBIC is holding a fundraiser to benefit the Lords
Food Pantry. An All-You-Can Eat Breakfast will be
held on May 8, 2021, from 8-10 am at Highway 55,
4501 Main St., Shallotte. Tickets are $7 each and
can be purchased from Mike Claxton or Kathy in the
church office.
The plant sale held on April 10th to benefit the
Community Counseling Center raised an estimated
$1500!
We are still collecting survey responses for our
Mission Study . There is a link on our website
under Mission Study 2021,to complete an online
survey or you can complete the survey found in
this newsletter and return it to the church office.
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Scan with your Smartphone to Access
our NEW Online Giving Web Portal!

www.facebook.com/shallottepresbyterian

Community Counseling Center

4910 Wrightsville Avenue
Wilmington, NC 28403
910-452-7370/910-448-0525
Satellite Office: Shallotte Presbyterian Church

CENTERPOINT
“Be still and know that I am God.” The words from Psalm 46 remind us how to seek emotional and
spiritual nurture.
The past year has been one of extraordinary challenges for each of us. A global pandemic . . . political
uncertainty . . . social unrest. Faced with such overwhelming issues, what are we to do?
Sometimes I share some rewording of the verse from Psalm 46 with clients. They despair that their dayto-day life has become so cluttered and hectic. They detail some challenging difficulty and look to me for
suggestions of what they might do in response. They are so intent on what to do that they have
overlooked their own thoughts, daydreams and devotions.
God has brought us to a new year. As we move into 2021, what are we to do?
Learn to appreciate stillness. Don’t apologize for it and don’t compromise it. Decide to be intentional
about providing opportunity for emotional and spiritual stillness. In the stillness, let yourself know God.
The result may well be a dawning peace. That peace is the source of fulfilling our responsibilities as a
spouse, parent, friend and good neighbor.
Are you interested in counseling for yourself or someone close? Call the Center at 910-452-7370, and
visit at www.wantcounseling.com
Jonathan R. Kelley, Counselor

