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The sun still shines.
I picked up that little nugget of wisdom way back in the day, when I spent most of a high school summer break as
a counselor-in-training at Girl Scout Camp. One of our mentors had it on her clipboard, and it struck me as one of
the truest things I’d ever seen.
Maybe because of the way it echoes John 1:5
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
See, every Easter from the time I was in 6th grade, I had been part of planning and leading the sunrise Easter
service at our church. (I wonder now if the youth group was given that responsibility to assure we’d be there bright
and early Easter Sunday).
We would have a sleepover in the fellowship hall that doubled as a Holy Saturday vigil, complete with games, junk
food, prayer, reading and rehearsing the story we would share with the full congregation the next morning. In the
darkest of the wee hours, lying on the hard linoleum floor, I remember wondering what it might have been like for
Jesus on those long nights after the crucifixion. And for the disciples.
Did the sun shine on that sabbath day while they waited and wondered what to do next? Did they expect the sun
to shine on that morning when the women went to the tomb?
I picture that first Resurrection Sunday as bright as any day ever made or imagined. Robin’s egg blue sky, maybe
a couple of clouds to show it off. Green plants in the garden surrounding the tomb, and maybe a sheen of dew for
the sunlight to reflect from. Picture perfect.
But you know… even if the morning had been as gray and drizzly as some of our winter mornings. The sun would
still have been back there, behind the clouds, shining like it has since the beginning. Just as the Light of the World
was shining and still shines.
The truth of that little mantra helped me a lot this winter, as I realized just how much of my mental and physical
energy is drawn from solar power. The sun still shines - even when I can’t see it. Even when I can’t feel its
warmth.
The Light shines, friends. In the midst of chaos, pointing to peace. In the midst of sorrow, shining on shards of
hope. The Light shines on when we are required to walk through the valley of the shadow of death. And that Light
is more than a little bit of the growing light at the end of the long tunnel of the pandemic.
I pray that as we continue to feel a lightening of spirits, thanks to the arrival of spring and vaccines and other good
news, that we pay attention to the Light that shines in and through us. Who could use a reminder that the sun still
shines and that they are loved -just as they are - by the one who brought Light and Life to the world? Perhaps
that’s you today. Dear one - you are so deeply loved.
I look forward to celebrating Holy Week with you all, including Easter on the Beach. We’ll continue to meet
together on the grounds in for worship in April, giving more of our members (and our staff) a chance to get fully
vaccinated.
We will be leaving the labyrinth set up in the fellowship hall and available through April 11 (during office hours, as
well as 3:30-5:30pm, Maundy Thursday and before or after worship on the grounds).
Much love and many blessings,

3rd Sunday of Easter,
April 18

Easter Sunday, April 4
Luke 24:1-12 Resurrection
Accompañar - Walking Together

Acts 6:1-7:2a, 44-60
In Times of Conflict

2nd Sunday of Easter,
April 11

4th Sunday of Easter,
April 25

Luke 24:13-35
On the Road to Emmaus

Acts 8:26-39 (Luke 24:44-47)
Into New Places

Beach Service: Easter Sunday at 8:30am
Outdoor Worships will be held weather permitting. In our church parking lot.
You can call our Church Phone Line 844-636-0722 Ext. 6 for weather updates each Sunday.
We will continue offering a recorded session each Sunday on our You Tube Channel

Listen to Weekly Announcements, Weather Updates, Services and
Sermons online with our Church Info Line!

Toll Free : 1-844-636-0722
Services &Announcements will be updated by the end of the day on Mondays

Important Reminders
Food Pantry Sunday is
April 11th
If you wish to make a
monetary donation, you
may mail your check
to the church office.
I

II

II

CCC Plant Sale-April 10th, 8-12pm
PORCH - will be collecting food
donations at SPC on April 14th-15th
12 - 4pm
Greeting Card Workshop - April
22nd, 1-4pm
Sisters Off Strength will be meeting
on April 23rd at Jerome’s
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Mark your Calendars for the
COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER
Annual PLANT SALE
4810 Wrightsville Avenue, Wilmington
April 10, 2021
8:00-12:00

Johnson’s Nursery will be offering
a wonderful selection of fine Spring Plants!
The Center receives 100% of the Proceeds!
Come find the perfect plant for your lawn or porch!

From Rich Winslow:
Mabel and I have been truly touched
by all the love and sympathy we have
experienced since the unexpected
and tragic deaths of my brother, Bob,
and Mint Greene. Sometimes life gives
us more questions than answers. We
appreciate every card, prayer,
and caring act of kindness.
Thank you for loving us!

Highlights From 3/23/2021
Session Meeting
A. APPROVED continuing online and outside
(weather permitting) worship through 30
April unless the numbers indicated in the
chart being used to drive decision making
meets the criteria to move worship inside.
B. SCHEDULED a Called Session Meeting for
the purpose of discussing the Mission Study
Report and related issues on April 25, 2021,
2 – 5 PM in the Fellowship Hall.
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From Dick Wilson
To our SPC Church Family:

Cynthia and I would like to thank all
of you for your prayers, thoughts,
cards and concerns during her
recent surgery and illness. Because of
you and God, her recovery is
going well. We both are looking
forward to getting back to church
service so we can thank all of
you personally.

We are limiting the field to the first 100
golfers who submit their entry form and
fee. If you want to play, we encourage
you to submit your entry from and fee
ASAP to ensure you a spot. The deadline
is Friday, June 11, 2021. You do not need
a team to register.
There will be 3 playing Divisions: Men’s,
Ladies, and Mixed. There will also be
closest to the pin and long drive contest
for all divisions, and a CAR for a hole-inone.
There will multiple winners in each division to be determined by how many
teams are in each division. All prizes will
be mailed to the winners, so you don’t
have to stick around.

Shallotte Presbyterian Church is
conducting their annual
Captain’s Choice Community
Charity Golf Tournament at Crow
Creek on Saturday June 19, 2021.
Tee Times will be assigned again
starting as early as 7:30 AM.
The cost is $80 per golfer and
this covers green and cart fees,
range balls, continental
breakfast, lunch at the turn, all
tips and 20 Chance Auction
tickets.
SILENT AUCTION WILL BE DIFFERENT

THE 2020 TOURNAMENT WAS
A HUGE SUCCESS!

We typically have $8000 worth of items
to auction, as always, 100% of the
funds received is given to those nonprofits in need in our community. The
Silent Auction will be held online again
this year, and will close 5:00 PM on Friday, June 18th.
All Silent Auction winners will be shown
at Registration the next morning.

We want to thank all those who participated or
volunteered in last year’s tournament. $11,000
in proceeds were donated to 11 different nonprofits or charities that focused on helping
people in Brunswick County effected by COVID.

To register, go to:

www.ShallottePresGolf.org

For questions, please contact:
Wayne Tillman at 732-306-0426 or
hwaynet01@gmail.com
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If you have placed a name on the list below and it needs to be removed,
please call or email the Church Office, 910-754-6929, church@atmc.net

Please Pray for the Individuals Below and Their Families
Tim Bartlett, Jim Benton, Jerry Bertschi, Carolyn Blythe, Crystal Braxton, Ann Buechner & Family,
Donna Butler, Kat Cheves, Betty Church, Susan and Mike Clawson, Leamon Clemmons, Bill Coggins,
Larry Cook, Susan and Mike Dellay, Pat Dobbins, Robin Fort, Family of Janelle Gore, Family of Mint
Greene, Marie Harrison, Barb Hauver, Alice Hedrick, Robbin Holden, Thomas Keller, Bill Kelly, Michael
Kenny, Shannon Gluckman, Lantz and Peggy Lackey, Bert Lamport, Ann Long, David Martin Jr., McElduff
Family,Family of Martha Miller, Catherine Norman, Lucie Oakley, Eric O’Brian & Family, Al Parker,
Dakota Reiswig, Stacey Ridgeway, Dian Robbins and Family, Polly Russ, Susan Sanderford & Family,
Sarah Scott, Andrea Smith, Beth Spoon & Family, Lee Sullivan, Margaret Westmoreland, Bob Williams,
Winslow Family
If you know of anyone serving in the military that we can add to our prayer list, please let Kathy know.

Worship Service Update

On Sunday, March 21st, we held our first outdoor worship in the church parking
lot at 11:00am. We will continue to do so, weather permitting, through the
month of April. You can call our Church Phone, toll free, at 844-636-0722,
Ext. 6 for updates on Sunday morning if the weather looks threatening.

Holy Week Schedule

Maundy Thursday -

Communion and Prayer Walk - 3:30 - 5:30
Recorded Worship available on our You Tube Channel

Easter Sunday

Beach Service at Ocean Isle Beach - 8:30 am
Outdoor Worship - SPC Parking Lot - 11:00 am
Recorded Worship available on our You Tube Channel

-

The church office will be closed on Good Friday & Easter Monday. Kathy will be out of the office on Tues. April 6th
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COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER
For 40 years Shallotte Presbyterian Church has supported the mission of the Community Counseling Center formally
known as Presbyterian Counseling Center. The mission of the Center is to provide mental wellness for all. During this
past year of the pandemic, the need for mental wellness has dramatically increased and calls to schedule counseling
has also increased. Licensed therapists utilize a variety of treatment styles and approaches with care and compassion.
“Our Mission is to provide hope and healing for all”. “We feel that cost should never be a barrier to care so we offer a
sliding scale payment option based on need.” As a non- profit organization, the Center depends on donations from
individuals, churches, the community and corporate partners. Each year there are two plant sales with 100% of the
proceeds going to the Center. The Spring Sale will be April 10th with plants provided by Johnson Nursery.
Location: 4810 Wrightsville Ave, Wilmington NC Time: 8am-12pm

Presbyterian Women circles met March 10th by
Zoom. The seventh lesson in our series was titled
“Creation Laments” with the main idea being
creation itself laments. Teachers for the study
was Suzanne Simpson for Circle 1, and
Barbara Montague for the Joyce Skeen circle.
Circle 1 met at 10:30 AM with twelve members
attending. The mission for March was Children’s
Hope Alliance. The mission for April will be
collections of non-perishable food items or
monetary donations for SBIC.
The Joyce Skeen Circle met at 1:30 Pm with 10
members and 1 visitor in attendance. The mission
for March and April is Street Reach. Both circles
will meet individually for their next meetings on
Wednesday, April 14th at the picnic shelter,
weather permitting.

SPC Annual Scholarship
Challenge Update

THANK YOU CONGREGATION!
YOU met the challenge with your generous donations
and I am happy to say the challenger will have to cough
up all the $1000.00 match. Your generous donations
plus the match will be enough funds to cover one young
adult’s scholarship for one year!
On behalf of the Stewardship and Finance committee,

May the grace of God uphold you, the peace of
God surround you, the love of God flow from you,
and the strength of God protect you and bring
you safely through each day.

Thank you so much,

Erskine Blount, Project Chair

What is the purpose of the Columbarium?
The Columbarium consists of niches, uniform in size of the capacity to hold the cremated
remains of 1 or 2 people. Each niche is covered with a granite plate, uniform in size, with a
cast bronze name plaque with the name(s) and dates of birth and death of the deceased.
Cremation after death is an increasingly popular choice considering lack of land for
cemeteries and sustainable land use. If you want more information, please see Betsy
Braddock or any other member of the Columbarium and Memorial Garden Committee.
Questions? Call Betsy! 910-754-9635
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SPC Announcements:



Congratulations to Lena Devlin, granddaughter of Tim and Kathy Bartlett, on her
acceptance into the nursing program at Brunswick Community College!
The Brunswick County NCDOT Invites you to complete a Transportation Survey to help with
development of their Brunswick County Comprehensive Transportation Plan. Here is a link to the
survey: brunswickcountyctp.metroquest.com

GREETING CARD WORKSHOP
The Fellowship and Pastoral Care Committee will hold a greeting card making
workshop on Tuesday, April 22 from 1 – 4 p.m.
We will be making get-well and sympathy cards for the committee to send to SPC
members and friends. We will meet at the home of Debbie Wingfield, so space is
limited in this initial workshop due to COVID-19 concerns. We are looking for 6 pairs
of hands to cut, glue and assemble cards. All cardstock, cutting tools, adhesives,
stamps and ink will be provided
This is a beginner level workshop. If you’d like to spend an afternoon cutting, gluing, and creating
cards in support of the committee’s outreach, please call Debbie Wingfield at 910-575-8275.
Debbie Wingfield’s home: 6512 Stonley Circle SW, Ocean Isle Beach
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Scan with your Smartphone to Access
our NEW Online Giving Web Portal!

www.facebook.com/shallottepresbyterian

Community Counseling Center

4910 Wrightsville Avenue
Wilmington, NC 28403
910-452-7370/910-448-0525
Satellite Office: Shallotte Presbyterian Church

CENTERPOINT
“Be still and know that I am God.” The words from Psalm 46 remind us how to seek emotional and
spiritual nurture.
The past year has been one of extraordinary challenges for each of us. A global pandemic . . . political
uncertainty . . . social unrest. Faced with such overwhelming issues, what are we to do?
Sometimes I share some rewording of the verse from Psalm 46 with clients. They despair that their dayto-day life has become so cluttered and hectic. They detail some challenging difficulty and look to me for
suggestions of what they might do in response. They are so intent on what to do that they have
overlooked their own thoughts, daydreams and devotions.
God has brought us to a new year. As we move into 2021, what are we to do?
Learn to appreciate stillness. Don’t apologize for it and don’t compromise it. Decide to be intentional
about providing opportunity for emotional and spiritual stillness. In the stillness, let yourself know God.
The result may well be a dawning peace. That peace is the source of fulfilling our responsibilities as a
spouse, parent, friend and good neighbor.
Are you interested in counseling for yourself or someone close? Call the Center at 910-452-7370, and
visit at www.wantcounseling.com
Jonathan R. Kelley, Counselor

