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THE WORSHIP OF GOD
Epiphany of Our Lord | January 3, 2021

PRELUDE
Where the Promise Shines
Sue Anderson, Alberta Gisel, Wayne Tillman, Ken Curry, quartet;
Deb Claxton, Gail Thomas, bells

Arr. Joel Raney

When a star is shining over eastern hills, When the air is silent, and the clamor stills, When the
night is waiting, and the old hopes rise, Then the time has ripened and the heart grows wise. Lead
us on, lead us on to a morning where the promise shines.
Where the world is waiting for an unknown day, where a voice, forgotten, cries, “Prepare the way!”
Show us in a manger our redemption’s sign; bring us to a morning where the promise shines. Lead
us on, lead us on to a morning where the promise shines.
Lead us on, O Daystar, in the quiet night; guide us through the shadow with your gentle light; when
the night is waiting and the old hopes rise, then the time has ripened and the heart grows wise.
Lead us on, lead us on to a morning where the promise shines.
TEXTS: Sylvia G. Dunstan TUNE: Bob Moore Words © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-732613

CALL TO WORSHIP
(All speak words in boldface.)
We hear the call of Love, ringing in our ears.
We see the light of stars and candles, leading the way.
We long for a sign, an experience, to know God face to face.
We come, to be part of God’s story of Love.
HYMN
We Three Kings
KINGS OF ORIENT
We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,
ield and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!
TEXT and TUNE: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1857, alt. P.D.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION
You call us to come and see, and then to go and tell.
So often we are looking the other way—
away from your image shining in the face of another,
away from your people in need,
away from the things we would rather not see.
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So often our words are not of grace, justice, love, and peace,
but rather words of hurt, exclusion, and fear.
Forgive us for praying for vision while holding our eyes closed.
Forgive us for holding irmly to the logs in our own eyes
even as you offer us lenses to see what you see.
Forgive us for keeping silent, and for speaking our own desires
rather than yours.
(Silent Confession)
Give us courage, grace and strength to follow you, wherever you might lead.
You call us to come and see, then go and tell.
Help us to follow in faith. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS
Hear this good news: God is at work in you.
Live this truth: God’s grace is more than enough for whatever you carry.
Know that you are forgiven, loved, and free.
We will rejoice and be glad! Amen.
RESPONSE OF PRAISE
(Sung to “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”)
Glory be to God the Father; glory be to God the Son;
glory be to God the Spirit; glory to the Three-in-One.
As it was in the beginning, as it is and ever shall be:
God’s creation never ends! A—men and a—men!
God’s creation never ends! A—men and a—men!
SCRIPTURE READING
SERMON

Matthew 2:1-12
“Stirring Up Trouble”

Rev. Laura Viau

PRAYERS FOR THE COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors’ and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power; and the glory, forever. Amen.
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ANTHEM
The Work of Christmas
Dan Forrest
Calvary Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir; Michael Conley, conductor
Composed using, “The Mood of Christmas” a poem by Howard Thurman an
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
(based on John 1 and Philippians 2)
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was with God in the beginning. John 1:1
Christ Jesus, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God
something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature
of a servant, being made in human likeness. Philippians 2:8
The Word became lesh and made his dwelling among us. John 1:14
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became
obedient to death—even death on a cross! Philippians 2:8
When he saw Jesus passing by, John said, “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world!” John 1:29
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that
is above every name that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Amen. Philippians 2:10-11
HYMN
As with Gladness Men of Old
As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold;
as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright;
so, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led to thee.

DIX

As they offered gifts most rare at thy manger, rude and bare,
so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy,
all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heavenly king.
TEXT: William Chatterton Dix, c. 1858 TUNE: Conrad Kocher, 1838; abr. William Henry Monk, 1861; P.D.

BENEDICTION AND CHARGE
BENEDICTION RESPONSE
Go, Tell It on the Mountain
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!
TEXT: African American spiritual; stanzas, John W. Work II, 1940 TUNE: African American spiritual P.D.
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GO TELL IT

American author, philosopher, theologian, educator, and civil rights leader

Rev. Laura Viau, Interim Pastor (laurabviau@gmail.com)
Randy Warner, Liturgy and Music Associate and Accompanist;
Kathy Sasso, Church Secretary; Linda Rowell, Church Treasurer;
Joyce Winkler, Quali ed Ruling Elder; Crystal Braxton, Nursery;
Hery Ramambasoa, Regional Liaison for Southeast Asia and the Paci c
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5070 M.H. Rourk Drive, P.O. Box 3526 Shallo e, NC 28459 |(910) 754-6929
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PLEASE REMEMBER THE CHURCH IN YOUR WILL.
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