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Friends,
I could not be more excited about this advent season. Well, ok, I could be more excited if we weren’t dealing with
a pandemic and all the ways that makes life complicated. But this Advent season, your officers are living into their
ordination vow to pray for and lead the church with energy, intelligence, imagination and love.
We won’t be gathering in the sanctuary, but every week during the season, you’ll have the opportunity to come to
the church grounds and participate in some combination of fellowship, mission, or worship. To minimize risk,
we’re holding these events outside and designing them to allow for distancing and manageable numbers.
Here’s the rundown:
November 29 - 2-4pm Drive-through Blessings! Come greet friends and pick up devotional materials, giving
envelopes for 2021, cards, advent calendars and wreath instructions, and other resources we will use as a
community throughout the season. Note: If you’re traveling that weekend, we can hold your goodies for pick up
in the office
December 6 - 5pm This year’s SongFest will be a “Drive In” experience. Come park so you can sing along
from the safety of your vehicle. We will end the evening with prayer and send you home with the traditional
cookies. Note: If you are not comfortable driving after dark, please call. We can arrange a ride.
December 13 - 11:30-1pm The Women of the Church will host a Baby Shower for Mary - to benefit local
women and infants. Items most needed are diapers (all sizes), wipes, formula, bottles and feminine hygiene
products. We are partnering with BFA and SBIC for this mission. Drop your gift, then pick up a boxed lunch for
our Scattered Fellowship Meal. Call the church to reserve your lunch before Dec 4th. Then make plans with
your small group or friend-bubble in a safe outdoor spot. You can also join Pastor Laura for a Zoom lunch bunch.
NOTE: Not able to drop by? Chances are good that we can manage a SPC-Eats delivery.
December 20 - 2-4pm It’s a Drive-through Living Nativity. Bringing the story to life is an enduring tradition,
even if we get to do so in an untraditional way this year. Come and hear music of the season and remember again
what it meant for those regular people to experience the arrival of God-made-flesh.
December 24 - 10-11am and 4-5pm The sanctuary will be open for an Indoor Prayer Walk by households and
individuals. Masks and safe distancing required. To keep numbers gathered inside to a safe number, greeters may
need to ask you or your party to wait a few minutes. You may also join Pastor Laura for Communion on the
Quarters in the pavilion. Households and groups may gather to celebrate the sacrament together at the top of the
hour (or at each quarter hour). Pre-packaged elements provided for safety.
December 31 - 3-5pm The Sanctuary will be open for New Year’s Eve Prayer in small numbers. Pastor Laura
will be available for personal prayer, as well. Safety protocols for masking, distance and grouping will again be
observed.
Watch your mail/email for details as the weeks go by. And reach out to the church if you’d like to help out.
I am excited to see faces that I haven’t seen at the beach or in the meetings I’ve attended. I am excited about
opportunities for you to see faces that you haven’t seen in a while. And I’m even more excited about the ways
God will nourish our hearts through these events.

Prophets and Promises
Thursday, December 24th

Sunday, December 6

Christmas Eve
Luke 2 : 1-14

2nd Sunday of Advent
Joel 2: 12-13, 28-29

Sunday, December 13

Sunday, December 27th

3rd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61: 1-11

1st Sunday of Christmas
Luke 2: 31-38

Sunday, December 20
4th Sunday of Advent
Luke 1: 26-45

No Beach Services this month. We will continue to post recorded sanctuary
worship as we gather on the church grounds during the Advent Season.

If you have placed a name on the list below and it needs
to be removed, please call the Church Office, 910-754-6929.

Please Pray for the Individuals Below and Their Families
Tim Bartlett, Jim Benton, Carolyn Blythe, Justin Boyd, Jim Braddock, Marlena Braddock, J.C. Brooks,
John Buechner, Joe Campbell, Kat Cheves, Betty Church, Susan and Mike Clawson, Sue Coats,
Larry Cook, Corey Copeland, David Davidson, Tyler Davies, Pat Dobbins, Calvin Flanagan, Bart Furlow,
Lynn Gause, Marie Harrison, David House, Christian Huffman, Kenny Keisler,
Thomas Keller, Bill Kelly, Shannon Gluckman, Louise Kerns, Lesa Kolcun, Michael Kolcun, Lantz Lackey,
Peggy Lackey, Bert Lamport, Ryan and Melisa Larkin, Caleb Leimoni, Ann Long,
Nancy Luger, Judy McCann, Ethel Midgette, Bill and Iva Miller, Greyson Miller, Art and Carrie Miller,
Martha Miller, Catherine Norman, Lucie Oakley, Robert Olfak, Al Parker, Harry Ritchie,
Tom Robbins, Judy Santora, Ken Schroder, Linda Sing, Ann Smith, Andrea Smith, Seamus Smithwick,
Steve and Beth Spoon, Eddie Stephens, Carole Stephenson, Lee Sullivan, Nancy Suaraed, Eddie Swan,
Phyllis Thomas, Brian Willis, Bob Williams, Gary Wright.

In the Military

Gabriel Garratt, Brian Soles, and Clay Thompson.

OCC Update

Food Pantry Sunday

is December

6th

As of Friday, November 20th,
Betsy Braddock reports that we
have collected almost 2200
shoeboxes!

If you wish to make a
monetary donation, you
may mail it to the
church office.
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Scholarship Fund - YEAR END CLOSE
Shallotte Presbyterian walkers raised $1,870 to
fight hunger. While this was just under our goal of
$2,000, it is quite a feat because there were only 2
walkers, Sarah Cook and Deb Claxton. Deb garnered 1st place honors in individual earnings with
$895. St. James Episcopal was the top raiser
among churches with $2,280 and comes away
with the trophy for most money raised. SBIC
churches raised $7,722 and $1,930 of that will go
to The Lords Food Pantry. Many thanks to all
those who supported this worthy cause.

As we prepare to close out our calendar year, we
think about many things. We think about our
Blessings that God has given us like the birth of our
savior, Jesus Christ, like family and friends, like our
health, our safety and security, and the great
country in which we live. We also think about
what type of last minute gifts we want to make at
the end of the year.

As businesses prepare for their fiscal year-end
close, we as individuals also prepare for our
calendar year-end close. First, obviously, we want
to make sure we have covered our commitment to
the church and then if we have some left over we
could contribute to our own SPC Scholarship Fund.
This is an investment in the future of our youth and
in our church. If you are able to do so, please make
your check out to Shallotte Presbyterian Church
and put Scholarship Fund in the memo section. You
can then mail your check to Shallotte Presbyterian
Church.

Highlights From November Session
Meeting - Dr. Mike Claxton – Clerk of Session
APPROVED continuing beach worship through
29 November. This will be the last Beach
Worship for the year. Advent drive-thru
activities will be the gathering activities for
December.
APPROVED Key Issuing Policy.
ELECTED Mike Claxton as Clerk of Session
for 2021.
APPROVED offering a time for prayer and
reflection on New Year’s Eve from 3–5 PM.

THANKS SO MUCH for your continued support of
our Scholarship Program!
Erskine Blount, Project Chair

SPC Announcements:




Shallotte Presbyterian Church recently received a letter of thanks from the American Red Cross for “for
stepping up to help collect and donate lifesaving blood, even as the circumstances of the coronavirus outbreak
often made it difficult to do so”. We also received a Certificate of Outstanding Service . Kudos to Ann McPhaul
for coordinating this important community service.
Shallotte Presbyterian Church would like to extend a warm welcome to members who have joined our church in
the last year. Janelle Gore, Audrey Lee, Carol Fenrich, Mark and Christine Jeffries, Gunnar and Pat Fromen.
We look forward to the day when we can properly celebrate your membership!

What is the purpose of the Memorial Wall?
The cast bronze name plaques on the Memorial Wall are placed by church members or by
their loved ones to memorialize their relationship with the church, its congregation, and its
community. Someone may choose the Memorial Wall if he or she has other burial or
cremation plans, has a cemetery plot elsewhere, or has not yet made a specific plan after
death.
Questions? Call Betsy! 910-754-9635
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FOCUS ON MISSIONS

Motivated by Matthew 25:44 “Lord when did we see you hungry or a stranger or need clothing or sick or in
prison, and did not help you? He will reply, Truly I tell you whatever you did not do for one of the least of
these, you did not do for me”.
In 2008 Shallotte Presbyterian Church partnered with several churches and individuals to undertake a
fundraising campaign to build a facility based on the above bible verse that would provide free night’s stay
for families visiting a family member in prison.
MATTHEW 25 of TABOR CITY is a “nonprofit organization focused on helping families that travel a long
distance to visit incarcerated loved ones in the North Carolina State Prison System. With the help of our
tireless staff and volunteers we provide a clean safe place to stay, a light meal and emotional/spiritual
support”.
In 2018, that vision became a reality when a 6 bedroom facility including large kitchen and living room was
opened in Tabor City, North Carolina. Today this center serves families from Brunswick, Columbus, Pender
Counties in North Carolina and Horry County, South Carolina and has board members representing each
county. Families are provided a one-night free stay or two nights if they have traveled a long distance.
During the dedication, board members thanked churches, businesses, families and individuals for their
contribution in fundraising and donations of framing, plumbing, furniture, appliances and landscaping.
Shallotte Presbyterian Church continues to support this ministry through the Missions and Benevolences
Committee. For more information and ways that you could support this ministry, go to the
website: matt25tc.com
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The Presbyterian women met virtually on November 11th in a joint meeting of both circles. Twenty-eight
ladies and 1 guest celebrated the annual Thank Offering program presented by Rev. Suzanne Simpson and
Carol Kauffman. The bible study was led by Rev. Suzanne Simpson. It is titled “Women’s Lament”, with
the main idea being that in tradition and scripture, women have carried much of the burden of lament in
society.
After the Thank Offering Program, the Joyce Skeen Circle and Circle 1 broke away for their respective
business meetings, with fourteen members each. This month’s project for Circle 1 was monetary donations
to the Thank Offering, BFA Angel Tree, and the Rose House Women’s Christian Recovery Center. The
Joyce Skeen Circle projects were the BFA Angel Tree program and the Thank Offering.
The next scheduled meeting will be held Wednesday, December 9th, with details to follow at a later date.
Both circles will be participating in the Hope Harbor project, as well as other ongoing mission programs.
Linda Stackhouse share a special prayer: “May the grace of God uphold you, the peace of God surround you,
the love of God flow from you, and the strength of God protect and bring you safely through this day.”

Volunteers Needed for Living Nativity
On December 20, we will worship the fourth Sunday
of Advent with a drive through Nativity in the church
parking lot. In addition to the living
Nativity, we will have storybooks for the children and
you will be able to leave your Reverse Advent Boxes,
your Joy Offering and any 2021 Pledge cards that
haven’t been already sent to the church.
Participation doesn’t require any acting ability; just
willing volunteers. We’ll need 4 messengers, a Mary,
a Joseph, three Magi, several shepherds, help with
music and a host of heavenly angels who can be
available on December 20.
We are grateful for God’s steadfast love, and we hope
you will join us in being the Light of Christ on this
fourth Sunday of Advent. We invite families and/or
individuals who would like to participate in Telling
the Story to let us know by calling the church, (910754-6929) Helen Odum (910 477-8086) or emailing
Pastor Laura laurabviau@gmail.com.
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There’s still time……………………..
to support our 2020 Angel Tree project for
Brunswick Family Assistance. In lieu of
our purchasing gift items this year, over
$2,200, from 28 generous members, was
delivered to BFA so they may begin their
Christmas shopping for us. BFA still has
many client wishes to fulfill, so we have
extended our collection of funds until
Friday, Dec. 11th. Checks should be made
payable to BFA (not SPC) with “Angel
Tree” on the memo line. Please mail
checks to Molly Frederick, 1707 Gores
Landing Rd., Ocean Isle Beach, NC 28469.
Thank you for your support of our
Christmas season of giving traditions at
SPC.
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Scan with your Smartphone to Access
our NEW Online Giving Web Portal!

www.facebook.com/shallottepresbyterian

Community Counseling Center

4910 Wrightsville Avenue
Wilmington, NC 28403
910-452-7370/910-448-0525
Satellite Office: Shallotte Presbyterian Church

CENTERPOINT
I keep praying and praying, so why doesn’t God help me with this? That question is one
I hear frequently from clients; it’s a question we’ve all asked, probably more than once.
Yet, the question may be as much about ourselves as it is about God. Certainly, it
reveals our restlessness and frustration, even our impatience. Maybe the Spirit’s
movement in our restless heart and our frustrated thinking is beckoning us to trust God
more than we trust ourselves. Maybe we are being led to a deeper level of prayer and
discernment than we’ve ever been willing to go. Maybe, ultimately, we are being led
toward a closer relationship with God who searches us and knows our heart.
I’ve come to believe we must rely on God‘s greater wisdom rather than our own wits
when it comes to the deeper issues in our lives. We must lay aside our impatience for the
things we want, or think we want, and trust God‘s goodness and goodwill towards us.
Sometimes this quality of trust is strengthened by a counseling experience through
which, with time and patience, God equips and prepares us to make the best use of what
we’re given.
Call the Center at 910-452-7370. Visit us at www.wantcounseling.com George R. Slaton

