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Stewardship... It’s one of those churchy words that gets used a lot this time of year. I think we like it because it’s complicated and allows us to go meandering through definitions and traditions and metaphors.
I love a good fancy word as much as the next pastor, but I also appreciate simplicity and clarity, especially when
it comes to money, God, and our hearts.

We humans were created in the image of God - who gave (and still gives) so very generously to us. We come by
that same generosity naturally. Jesus called on all of his followers to lay down everything, up to and including
their lives, for the sake of making God’s kingdom known.
As I work to develop a more generous heart, I’ve started reviewing my calendar and bank statements as part of
my spiritual check-in. Beyond the “fixed expenses” I need to cover in both hours and dollars, I look over my discretionary spending patterns, too.
•
•
•
•
•

How many hours do I spend in serving others, caring for my own heart, getting to know my neighbors?
Am I on track with my percentage giving?
Am I regularly giving to Christ-centered and Kingdom-building organizations?
When is the last time I gave sacrificially - so that I had to really swap out my desires for God’s?
What motivated me to go and do or spend and give as I have been lately? Is it God-honoring?

In pages that follow, you’ll see all kinds of stories and updates and lists of ways that our combined offerings have
allowed Shallotte Presbyterian Church to be a place of grace and hope and light to our members, the community
and the world.
You’ll see invitations to participate directly in raising funds for ministry partners locally and national charities
that have made a difference in the lives of our members.
You’ll also be reminded that our finance committee needs to put together a budget for 2021.
When they compare our current budget to balances and statements, they can compare our patterns to previous
years and anticipate (to some degree) what the coming year might look like. Their work can only begin in
earnest after the congregation commits to their annual pledges, thus providing them with an anticipated yearly
income.
Because we aren’t gathering in large numbers yet, Consecration Sunday will look a little different this
year. Watch your mail for instructions on how to let us know your commitment for the general and building
funds in 2021. In the meantime, I invite you to do some checking in with God, to your calendar and your checkbook (and/or banking app) in your own household.
My prayer is that together, we will reflect God’s gracious and generous
heart, so that our congregation and the communities in which we live,
work and play would experience SPC as a blessing.

Promises, Promises
Sunday, October 4
World Communion Sunday
Passover Promise
Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8

Sunday, October 18
Prayerful Promise
1Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20; 2:1-10

Sunday, October 11
Unfulfilled Promise
Exodus 32:1-14

Sunday, October 25
Perpetuity’s Promise
2 Samuel 7:1-17

Weather permitting, we will continue to meet on the beach through October
The fall edition of These Days is now available in the church office

If you have placed a name on the list below and it needs
to be removed, please call the Church Office, 910-754-6929.

Please Prayer for the Individuals Below and Their Families
Tim Bartlett, Justin Boyd, Marlena Braddock, J.C. Brooks, John Buechner, Joe Campbell, Kat Cheves,
Betty Church, Susan Clawson, Sue Coats, Larry Cook, Corey Copeland, David Davidson, Tyler Davies,
Pat Dobbins, Calvin Flanagan, Bart Furlow, Lynn Gause, Marie Harrison, Bonnie Holloway, David
House, Christian Huffman, Kenny Keisler, Thomas Keller, Bill Kelly, Shannon Gluckman, Louise Kerns,
Lesa Kolcun, Michael Kolcun, Lantz Lackey, Peggy Lackey, Bert Lamport, Caleb Leimoni, Audrey Lee,
Ann Long, Nancy Luger, Judy McCann, Ethel Midgette, Bill and Iva Miller, Greyson Miller, Art and
Carrie Miller, Martha Miller, Catherine Norman, Lucie Oakley, Robert Olfak, Al Parker, Harry Ritchie,
Judy Santora, Ken Schroder, Linda Sing, Ann Smith, Andrea Smith, Seamus Smithwick, Steve and Beth
Spoon, Eddie Stephens, Carole Stephenson, Lee Sullivan, Nancy Suaraed, Eddie Swan, Phyllis Thomas,
Brian Willis, Bob Williams, Melba Williams, Gary Wright.

In the Military
Gabriel Garratt, Brian Soles, and Clay Thompson.

Help Wanted

Food Pantry Sunday

is October 11

When we begin to gather at church
again, we will be seeking a Nursery
worker for Sunday mornings 8am-12
noon. Wages paid hourly. Please contact
Kathy by email at church@atmc.net or
call 910-754-6929.

If you wish to make
a monetary donation,
you may mail it to
the church office.

Must have First-Aid and CPR certification.
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Welcome to the Officers Elect!

Mums for a Worthy Cause!

SPC held its inaugural Zoom
Congregational Meeting on
September 20, 2020. Thanks to all
who participated. We thank these SPC
members for their willingness to serve
and represent the congregation:

The Community Counseling Center is hosting a MUM Sale
on Saturday, October 10th, from 8-11 am at 4810
Wrightsville Avenue, Wilmington

Elder Class of 2023
Susan Alley
Ed Carter

The Community Counseling Center will receive 100% of
the proceeds!

Barbara Montague
Ryan Smithwick

Prices: Large—$10
Extra Large $20
(Cash or Checks only please) Please make checks payable to
THE COMMUNITY COUNSELING CENTER. |

Deacon Class of 2023
Sally Gunn
Suzanne Pierce

Charlie Libert
Marvin Stackhouse

Deacon to fill an unexpired term for
the Class of 2021
Suzanne James

Johnson Nursery will be offering a selection of
beautiful Mums in two sizes with a wide selection of colors to
choose from.

If you can’t make the drive to Wilmington…..
Ann McPhaul is taking orders and will pick them up for you!
To place your order through Ann, please call her at
910-755-3438 or contact Kathy at the SPC office at
910-754-6929. Ann will be taking orders through Sunday,
October 4th.

The CROP Hunger Walk is Back!
While you can walk with a group at SPC on November 1st (socially distanced of course), you can also
walk solo or as a family anytime between October 31 - November 3. There will be two distances, 5K and
2K. The November 1st walk will begin around 2 o’clock in the afternoon. It’s a little different this year
with social distancing. We can safely gather outside the church and walk around the parking lot. For more
information, you can text Sarah Cook at 910-471-3306 or call Larry at 910-443-0734. You can also donate
or participate online at https://www.crophungerwalk.org/shallottenc/Team/View/137087/Shallotte-PresbyterianChurch . We earned the trophy last time. Let’s Keep It!

How do I make a reservation or an inquiry
about the Columbarium and Memorial Garden?
Arrangements for inurnment or memorialization can be made through the
Shallotte Presbyterian Church office at any time. When possible, arrangements
for the reservation of niches should be made well in advance of need in order
that decisions can be rational without a sense of urgency. You may also see
Betsy Braddock or any member of the Columbarium and Memorial Garden
Committee.
.

Questions? Call Betsy! 910-754-9635
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The Presbyterian Women kicked off their new year on September
the 9th. This year’s bible study “Into the Light” began with the first
lesson’s main idea being “The perceived absence of God is at the
heart of lament.” Circle 1 met virtually with fifteen members
online. Pastor Laura was the bible study leader. The Joyce Skeen
Circle met at the Church picnic shelter with nineteen members, one
guest, and one member on Zoom in attendance. Gail Thomas
shared the bible study. Mission projects were decided for both
groups: Circle 1will give monetary gifts to Children’s Hope
Alliance and the Joyce Skeen Circle will give monetary gifts to
Street Reach.

Next Meetings:

Circle 1– October 14th @ 10:30AM Study Leader—Lynn Auman
Joyce Skeen Circle - October 14th @ 1:30 PM Study Leader - Joyce
Winkler

BLOOD DRIVE
at Shallotte
Presbyterian Church
MONDAY
October 19, 2020
1-5:30PM
FELLOWSHIP HALL

Please call the Church Office for
more information on scheduling
your blood donation or for other
ways you can volunteer to help!
910-754-6929

(Both groups will meet and social distance at the church picnic
shelter) All women of the church are invited to attend and join a
circle. Please contact Marie Greene @ 757-647-8773 for more
information. Marie leaves us with wisdom thoughts to live by –
Live Simply, Love Generously, Care Deeply, Speak Kindly,
Pray Daily and Leave the rest to God.

Donation Note: When making a stock donation to the church, please notify Linda Rowell so she can properly credit you
for your donation.
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Crazy Miles for a Good Cause

SPC Scholarship Program
BACK TO SCHOOL

Even with September’s weather and travel, I managed to log 125 miles on two
feet or two wheels for the Community Counseling Center. If you would like to
match all or a portion of that amount, make checks out to them directly and
mail to the address on the back of this newsletter (and let me know!).

(EVEN THOUGH REMOTELY, OUR TWO
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS ARE BACK AT
IT!)

October is Map-Your-Own Marine Corps Marathon Month
Since the Washington DC event is cancelled, I’ll be creating a 26.2 mile course
to complete locally. I combine walking and running, so it will be a long day,
requiring as much mental and emotional work as it will physical. The farther
into the journey, the more I’ll need support - nourishment for the body and
encouragement for the mind and heart.

In spite of Covid-19, in spite of all the
restrictions, our kids still need to further
their education. They still have dreams for
the future.
Therefore, even though we are not in
church on Sundays, I ask you to visualize
the Blue envelopes in the back of the pews
and fill them accordingly. Please send your
check with “Scholarship” noted in the
corner to Shallotte Presbyterian Church, PO
Box 3256, Shallotte, NC 28459.
Please continue to support the SPC
scholarship program with your mail in
donations.
Thanks,

It turns out that running this marathon alone looks a lot like what Mike and
Susan Clawson have been doing. Drawing on all their spiritual, emotional and
mental reserves to keep up with physical challenges over a very long haul.
Many of you have been part of their marathon support along the way,
nourishing them with meals, encouragement, prayers, and love.
This month, you can encourage me and the Clawsons by adopting one of my
26.2 miles on October 24. If you commit to making a $26 donation to the
Huntington Disease Foundation, I’ll let you know where (and about when) you
can be an aid station or cheering section in your mile along the route. I’ll also
commit to praying for each household during the mile they adopt, matching the
first $262 in donations, and doing my best to
finish the course.

Erskine Blount

SHALLOTTE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH CHARITY
GOLF TOURNAMENT
ON AUGUST 29TH
A HUGE SUCCESS

Imagine that you are a small business
owner just barely making it in Brunswick
County during a pandemic and hurricane
season, and you get a request for a
donation of money or in-kind services
from a local church golf tournament.
That is exactly what our annual charity golf tournament faced this year. Even with all of these headwinds, our church
golf committee successfully held the golf tournament on Saturday August 29th at Crow Creek Golf Club in Calabash.
The golf committee had to pivot from a Shotgun start to be tee times, which worked well to limit the number of players
indoors, and kept everyone safe. The format of Captain’s Choice (Scramble – Best Ball) did not change.

Instead of an award’s banquet afterward, each player received a bag lunch at the turn. Prizes for Low Gross, Closest To
The Pin, and Long Drives were mailed to the winners afterward. The Chance and Silent Auctions were closed and
awarded after everyone was out on the course. Silent Auction winners paid for their prizes when they finished their
round. We had an amazing score of 55 (17-Under Par) from the top group.
Again, this year, we had a $20,000 prize offered toward a NEW CAR from OCEAN CITY CHEVROLET for a Hole-In
-One, plus other major giveaways on the other Par 3 holes. With almost 100 players, our volunteers helped to keep
registration and payments moving successfully. I want to thank the Golf Committee Volunteers, Helen Odum, Susan
Pearce, Linda Tillman, Vicki Blount, Erskine Blount, Bill Johnston, Linda Johnston, and also Pastor Laura Viau. We
expect to decide soon which non-profits in the area will receive the proceeds of our efforts. Pictures from the
tournament were taken by Linda and Marvin Stackhouse and can be viewed at the web site www.ShallottePresGolf.org .
If you have any questions, please contact Wayne Tillman at hwaynet01@gmail.com.
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Scan with your Smartphone to Access
our NEW Online Giving Web Portal!

www.facebook.com/shallottepresbyterian

Community Counseling Center

4910 Wrightsville Avenue
Wilmington, NC 28403
910-452-7370/910-448-0525
Satellite Office: Shallotte Presbyterian Church

CENTERPOINT
I keep praying and praying, so why doesn’t God help me with this? That question is one
I hear frequently from clients; it’s a question we’ve all asked, probably more than once.
Yet, the question may be as much about ourselves as it is about God. Certainly, it
reveals our restlessness and frustration, even our impatience. Maybe the Spirit’s
movement in our restless heart and our frustrated thinking is beckoning us to trust God
more than we trust ourselves. Maybe we are being led to a deeper level of prayer and
discernment than we’ve ever been willing to go. Maybe, ultimately, we are being led
toward a closer relationship with God who searches us and knows our heart.
I’ve come to believe we must rely on God‘s greater wisdom rather than our own wits
when it comes to the deeper issues in our lives. We must lay aside our impatience for the
things we want, or think we want, and trust God‘s goodness and goodwill towards us.
Sometimes this quality of trust is strengthened by a counseling experience through
which, with time and patience, God equips and prepares us to make the best use of what
we’re given.
Call the Center at 910-452-7370. Visit us at www.wantcounseling.com George R. Slaton

