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I don’t know about you, but I’m not quite feeling the usual September vibe yet. Perhaps because the
primary difference between late winter then spring and now summer has been the temperatures outside.
The way we’ve been moving (or not) through the world and the church program activities we’ve hosted (or
not) hasn’t seen a whole lot of change in the last several months. Like the public schools, we pressed pause
right around spring break, which morphed into a summer-long break.
Maybe it’s the former teacher in me, but the start of a new academic year always gets me thinking about a
fresh start for the church. So on September 13, we’ll start at the beginning - Genesis - and follow a
lectionary series that walks through the Old Testament for the fall.
I’m seeing some of that same energy in our committee and leadership meetings, too. PW and other groups
are looking for ways to adapt their meetings to our new ways of gathering safely. Our stewardship
campaign in October will look a little different from recent years, but will be a powerful reminder of our
commitment to God and one another.
In this space last month, I provided an overview of the work we’ll be doing to move toward your next
installed pastor. The chart below has a more detailed listing and is part of the information I’m sharing in a
series of emails (check your inbox on Thursdays).
This month, the Session and I will be connecting with the Committee on Ministry through our liaison, Rev.
Ann Jahnes at Southport Presbyterian Church to learn more about how they are mapping out their work
this fall and winter in light of the pandemic. That will help us align our timelines and expectations as we
move ahead.
Participating in the upcoming online
congregational meeting to elect officers
will be excellent practice for all of us as we
prepare to follow a similar process to elect
a Pastor Nominating Committee. Please
don’t hesitate to reach out with questions
before then, so that we can help you make
sure your voice is heard.
Blessings,

Praying As We Were Taught
Sunday, September 6
Teach Us to Pray in Our Grief
Romans 8:31-39

Sunday, September 20
Promises Made
Genesis 15:1-6

God’s Big Story

Sunday, September 27
It’s All Good
Genesis 37:3-34; 50:15-21

Sunday, September 13
Back to the Very Beginning
Genesis 2:4-3:8

If you have placed a name on the list below and it needs
to be removed, please call the Church Office, 754-6929.

Church Family
Tim Bartlett, John Buechner, Kat Cheves, Betty Church, Susan Clawson, Larry Cook, Pat Dobbins,
Marie Harrison, Christian Huffman, Bill Kelly, Lesa Kolcun, Michael Kolcun, Lantz Lackey,
Peggy Lackey, Bert Lamport, Audrey Lee, Ann Long, Judy McCann, Bill and Iva Miller, Greyson Miller,
Art and Carrie Miller, Martha Miller, Catherine Norman, Lucie Oakley, Linda Sing, Andrea Smith, Seamus Smithwick, Steve and Beth Spoon, Carole Stephenson and Bob Williams.
Extended Church Family
Justin Boyd, Marlena Braddock, J.C. Brooks, Sue Coats, Corey Copeland, David Davidson, Tyler Davies,
Calvin Flanagan, Bart Furlow, Lynn Gause, Bonnie Holloway, Daniel House, Kenny Keisler, Louise Kerns,
Caleb Leimoni, Nancy Luger, Robert Olfzak, Al Parker, Harry Ritchie, Judy Santora, Ken Schroder, Ann
Smith, Eddie Stephens, Nancy Suared, Thomas Sullivan, Eddie Swan, Phyllis Thomas, Brian Willis,
Gary Wright.
In the Military
Gabriel Garratt, Brian Soles, and Clay Thompson.

When we begin to gather
at church again, our church
is seeking a Nursery
worker for Sunday mornings 8am-12 noon. Wages
paid hourly. Please contact:
Kathy at church@atmc.net
or call 910-754-6929.
Must have First-Aid and
CPR certification.

Food Pantry
Sunday
is September 13

If you wish to make a
monetary
donation, you may mail
it to the church office.
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Sisters of Strength
The Sisters of Strength will
be meeting on Friday,
September 25th at 11:30 at
the Boundary House in
Calabash.
Please contact Liz Lewis with
any questions 910-754-8493

Words cannot express the
gratitude I feel for the
outpouring of support and
condolences I have received
from friends and family after
the passing of my husband
Bill Sing. Please know you
have all touched my heart
and I will be forever grateful.
Linda Sing
Congregational Meeting to Elect Church Officers
Deacons and Elders to serve in the Class of 2023 will be elected during a
Zoom Congregational Meeting on Sunday, September 20 at 12 PM.
The recommendations from this year’s Nominating Committee are:
Deacons: Suzanne Pierce, Charlie Libert, Sally Gunn, Marvin Stackhouse
Session: Barbara Montague, Ryan Smithwick, Ed Carter, Susan Alley
Clerk of Session: Mike Claxton
Zoom instructions: Type the following into a browser (or copy and paste from Pastor Laura’s weekly
connection post):
https://zoom.us/j/6465112380?pwd=TE9MYkVhN2YxemU2MDBIRDlNbTlidz09#success
The meeting id is 646 511 2380 Password: Jesuslives

When ashes are inurned in a niche in the
Columbarium, will they stay there forever?
Yes, once reserved, a niche is for the use of that person (those
persons). It is the intention of the Church that this property
will not be relocated to any other alternate site at any time.
Niches are available for one or two sets of cremated remains.
Memorial Wall plaques can be reserved in honor of or in memory of
someone. *For the specific details on eligibility, see a committee member.
Questions? Call Betsy! 910-754-9635
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Please Extend a Warm SPC Welcome to New Office
Administrator, Kathy Sasso!

Apparently, God is still listening. He has once
again guided an outstanding person to become
part of the Shallotte Presbyterian church staff.
As much as we hated to see Stephanie Reeves
leave us to expand her career, we are equally
excited that God has led Kathleen (Kathy) Sasso
all the way from Connecticut to Sunset Beach and
ultimately SPC as our new Office Administrator.
Kathy is a retired high school librarian with
previous experience in business management and
customer service, but don’t let that fool you
because she is also a judo instructor. Organized,
creative and amiable, she also enjoys genealogy research, writing, and, obviously,
reading. She has library and business management skills and a strong background
in business, education, literacy, research, social media and digital technology.

Hello Presbyterian Women of Shallotte Presbyterian Church!
Remember "all women in our church are Presbyterian Women " even if you do not
belong to the Circles. But we sure wish you did! We welcome any and all of you. We
have an exciting study set up for this year. INTO THE LIGHT Finding Hope Through
Prayers of Lament. OH MY! What a timely study. God always knows what we
need. Come find out how we can pray through these troublesome days. In August,
we sent out an email with information on how to safely pick up our yearbook and
study book.
We do have a plan for the first Circle meeting in September and it looks like it will be
by Zoom. Plans are being made with your safety in mind for now. We really want to
get back to our Missions and will as soon as possible. In the meantime you can still
send your Pledge (for your envelopes) to your Circle Treasurer. We are way behind
on these due to not meeting in April and May. You can do this in one check for the
whole year and be done with it! Again, checks can be made to PW and note on memo
for pledge. Watch for your Circle to notify you of what we plan to do for the future.
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Spotlight on Mission
Our SPC Missionary, Hery Ramambasoa,
Regional Liaison Serving Christ in Southeast Asia & the Pacific
Last year SPC chose a new PCUSA missionary to support after Drs. Les and Cindy
Morgans’ retirement at the end of 2019. Our supported missionary’s name is Hery
(no, not a typo for Henry) Ramambasoa. You can write to Hery at this email
address: hery.ramambasoa@pcusa.org and you can support him yourself by
donating to his account, #E200493, online at:
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/donate/e200493/. The Missions and
Benevolences Committee encourages you to also support Hery in prayer as we
continue to send monetary support to him. In case you haven’t seen his Prayer
Card online, you can download it from the PCUSA website at: https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/prayer-card-hery-ramambasoa-south-asia/
In a letter from Hery this past Spring, he wrote about some of the work he’s been
involved with in the Philippines. Here is an excerpt from his letter:
“Vincente* (not his real name) is 13. He was forced to leave his family in 2019. He
has the build of a ten-year-old boy, but his gaze is piercing, his face expressive,
and his laugh—although rare—is the authentic laugh of a child. He is too young to
have experienced such trauma, but he is, sadly, not unique. I met several
dozen young people at the University of the Philippines in Manila who have had
similar experiences. Vincente was among the youngest in the group.

He and his friends are refugees in their own land. When their school was bombed,
all the pupils fled for their lives, leaving behind parents and homes because armed
people chased them, night and day, alongside streams and up and down steep hills.
Now they are here. They are protected by the University, but are more than a
thousand kilometers away from Dad and Mom, who they can rarely contact due to
the limitations of the mobile phone network. One can only imagine the emotional
isolation these broken families are undergoing. One girl who was, at first, willing to
tell us about the brutal arrest of her father, could not bring herself to do
so. Instead, she curled up in a ball on the floor to be comforted by friends. These
teenagers have witnessed killings and harassment, and the trauma will leave an
indelible mark.”
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Help Me Help the Community Counseling Center
I’ve got about 8 more weeks of marathon training to complete. The hours I spend on the
road - on foot or on the bike - are one form of therapy. Sometimes, though, we need more
than our usual coping strategies. The CCC is seeing more patients than ever, thanks to
the additional stresses that we all experience during this pandemic.
Normally, we would have hosted a fundraising dinner to support the Community
Counseling Center over the summer. Last year, the dinner raised about $1,500. That was
not in the cards this year, so… I’ll be dedicating my September miles to the CCC.
If I hit my training goals, that’s about $150 worth of self care at $1/mile. Consider
whether you might contribute the cost of a special meal for you and your household or
the cost of a massage or that long-awaited hair appointment. All of our support will make
possible healing and wholeness through the CCC, which is priceless. I’m happy to gather
up checks made out to Community Counseling Center that arrive at the church by
August 31 and will send them along with mine.

Your generosity means so much…
Thank you for making my July miles for a good cause a huge success!
When I met Steve Spoon back in March, I set a fundraising goal of $250
by September. Together we contributed right at $2,500 to help with research and treatment of ALS. Wow!
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Be Sure to Complete Your Census Form
Completing the census is particularly important in areas
such as ours, which are prone to hurricane damage and
rely on government recovery funds. When people aren’t
counted, it means our community could miss out on
important benefits every year for the next 10 years.
The Census is a population count of every person living in the U.S. and its five
territories. Results will shape how billions of dollars in federal funds are allocated
to communities for critical public services such as healthcare, education,
infrastructure, and public safety. They also determine the number of seats each
state will have in the U.S. House of Representatives, and are used to draw
congressional and state legislative districts.
When you respond to the 2020 Census, you are helping to shape the future of
your community.

Jesus started a lot of his teaching moments by saying,
"The Kingdom of Heaven is like..."
Well, I say to you that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a birthday when neighbors and
friends and family surprise you with lots of cards and a socially distant serenade on your
birthday.
Thank you to all who helped make God's kingdom known on Steve Spoon's big day, and to
all of you who are bringing good news in your corner of the world day after day.
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Scan with your Smartphone to Access
our NEW Online Giving Web Portal!
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910-452-7370/910-448-0525
Satellite Office: Shallotte Presbyterian Church

CENTERPOINT
I keep praying and praying, so why doesn’t God help me with this? That question is one I
hear frequently from clients; it’s a question we’ve all asked, probably more than once.
Yet, the question may be as much about ourselves as it is about God. Certainly, it reveals our restlessness and frustration, even our impatience. Maybe the Spirit’s movement
in our restless heart and our frustrated thinking is beckoning us to trust God more than
we trust ourselves. Maybe we are being led to a deeper level of prayer and discernment
than we’ve ever been willing to go. Maybe, ultimately, we are being led toward a closer relationship with God who searches us and knows our heart.
I’ve come to believe we must rely on God‘s greater wisdom rather than our own wits
when it comes to the deeper issues in our lives. We must lay aside our impatience for the
things we want, or think we want, and trust God‘s goodness and goodwill towards us.
Sometimes this quality of trust is strengthened by a counseling experience through which,
with time and patience, God equips and prepares us to make the best use of what we’re
given.
Call the Center at 910-452-7370. Visit us at www.wantcounseling.com George R. Slaton

