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I’m pretty sure I have started and deleted this little article to you at least 4 times, partly because I
don’t know where to begin. So, let me start with a bit of gratitude.
Thank you to our session and deacons, who have been staying in touch with all of you through
care groups, then meeting weekly to share concerns and consider how we might continue to support the congregation and one another.
I am also grateful for a smaller group of officers who are serving on our Corona Response Task
Force. They are keeping tabs on the news, tracking recommendations from officials, and identifying resources to support our session in making informed decisions.
Like you, I would love to have a date to put on my calendar, marking our return to worship in
the sanctuary and having meetings face-to-face instead using video and telephone calls. I would
love for things to go back to the way things usually are - “normal”.
I am sad to say that we don’t have a date yet. Much of that depends on things well beyond our
control. We can’t know when larger groups will be allowed to gather - in the sanctuary or on the
beach. Nor how long we will need to observe the six-foot separation guidelines.
But we can (and are) doing what we can right now:
• Continuing to create worship, fellowship and discipleship opportunities online
• Working to maintain connections with one another
• Giving faithfully and generously to the work of the church and our partners in ministry
• Learning best practices alongside colleagues and denominational leaders
• Considering what steps to take to get ready for a gradual return to a full sanctuary and active
church building.
• Praying earnestly, consistently and with fervent hope.
If you have specific questions, please don’t hesitate to ask. I might have an answer, and it might
be something we haven’t considered yet but should.
Thank you for being so very gracious and courageous
in these very strange days. I take heart in knowing that
we are in this together and that we will come through
this together.

Much love & many blessings,

Sunday, May 3
4th Sunday of Easter
John 21:1-19; Psalm 30

Sunday, May 24
7th Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 93 or 47

Sunday, May 10
5th Sunday of Easter
John 17:1-11; Psalm 68:7-10,
32-35

Sunday, May 31
Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21

Food
Pantry
Sunday
is May 10
If you wish to
make a monetary
donation, you may
mail it to the
church office.

Sunday, May 17
6th Sunday of Easter
John 14-1-14; Ps 31:1-5, 15-16

To all our dear friends at SPC,
Thanks for your words and prayers of support during
Betty’s last couple of years. They have been well received.
Also, I am grateful for the current prayers of support as I
deal with the loss of a super companion. My family and I
really are fortunate to be associated with such a loving
church family.
We love you!
Bill Coggins

When we begin to
gather at church again,
our church is seeking a
Nursery worker for
Sunday mornings 8am12 noon. Wages paid
hourly. Please contact:
Stephanie at
church@atmc.net or
call 910-754-6929.
Must have First-Aid
and

If you have placed a name on the list below and it needs
to be removed, please call the Church Office, 754-6929.
Church Family
Tim Bartlett, John Buechner, Kat Cheves, Betty Church, Bill Coggins, Larry Cook, Pat Dobbins,
Marie Harrison, Christian Huffman, Bill Kelly, Lesa Kolcun, Michael Kolcun, Lantz Lackey,
Peggy Lackey, Bert Lamport, Ann Long, Martha Miller, Catherine Norman, Lucie Oakley,
Wayne Smith, Seamus Smithwick, Steve Spoon, Carole Stephenson and Bob Williams.
Extended Church Family
Justin Boyd, Marlena Braddock, J.C. Brooks, Sue Coats, Corey Copeland, David Davidson, Tyler Davies,
Calvin Flanagan, Bart Furlow, Lynn Gause, Daniel House, Kenny Keisler, Louise Kerns, Caleb Leimoni,
Nancy Luger, Robert Olfzak, Al Parker, Harry Ritchie, Judy Santora, Ken Schroder, Ann Smith, Eddie
Stephens, Nancy Suared, Eddie Swan, Phyllis Thomas, Brian Willis, and Gary Wright.
In the Military
Gabriel Garratt, Brian Soles, and Clay Thompson.
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Dedicated to Susan Clawson’s father, the
Memorial Christian Hospital in Malumghat, Bangladesh christened the “Lowell B. Furman Center for
Surgery & Critical Care” in March 2020. This holds
a very special meaning to Susan as her father,
Dr. Lowell Furman, and her Uncle, Dr. Richard
Furman, founded World Medical Missions in the
early 1970s. This mission eventually became the
medical “arm” of Samaritan’s Purse under the leadership of Franklin Graham to send physicians where
needed, all over the world. In 1981 World Medical
Mission originally funded and supplied the only hospital in Malumghat. For the 25 years (only ending in
his passing from leukemia in 2006), Dr. Lowell made
yearly trips to this hospital. He not only performed
skilled surgical procedures for literally thousands of
patients, but even more importantly, shared the gospel of Jesus Christ. Today this hospital is a state-ofthe-art facility and is equipped to treat up to 300
patients a day! This would have never happened
without Dr. Lowell Furman. We remember Lowell
just humbly saying, he was “just answering the call.”

Even under difficult times, the Presbyterian
Women are thinking of our fellow church members and praying constantly for our country and
each of you. Members are checking on neighbors,
taking food to those in need, and sending
cards. We may not be in our beloved Sanctuary
each Sunday, but love as well as prayers are still
there for each of you.
We are excited to announce that our PW
team, with suggestions from our circles, have
chosen Carol Kauffman for our Life Membership
recipient this year. We hope to be back in the
church soon to make this special presentation to
her and share with you all we know about this
outstanding member. Although at this time we
have postponed our May Birthday Salad Lunch,
we hope to reschedule when we are able to safely
gather again.
We are all saddened by the passing of a
special PW long time member, Betty Coggins. At
one time Betty served as Coordinator of the PW
team. She was a dedicated member of the Joyce
Skeen Circle, loved, and will be missed.
In April we were blessed with a video lesson
of our Bible Study by Pastor Laura. From what I
could tell. about 20 joined with video and some
others joined on their phones. So we think it was a
big success and appreciate our Pastor’s efforts
to keep us together and informed. Please continue to watch our wonderful videos on Sundays and
with "wash your hands", hold on and be
strong. We are in God's powerful hands and He's
got this. Do not be afraid of tomorrow, God is
already there.

This close relationship between World Medical Mission and Samaritan’s Purse is what motivated
Susan to find a way to continue her father’s legacy.
Thus, Susan’s objective became bringing joy and
Jesus through mission trips and Operation Christmas
Child (OCC) to children, following her father’s footsteps all over the world.
“Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to Your Name
give glory.” -PSALMS 115:1

How do I make a reservation or an inquiry about the Columbarium and
Memorial Garden?
Arrangements for inurnment or memorialization can be made through the SPC
office at any time. When possible, arrangements for the reservation of niches
should be made well in advance of need in order that decisions can be rational
without a sense of urgency. You may also see Betsy Braddock or any member of
the Columbarium and Memorial Garden Committee.
Niches are available for one or two sets of cremated remains.
Memorial Wall plaques can be reserved in honor of or in memory of someone.
*For the specific details on eligibility,
Questions? Call Betsy! 910-754-9635
see a committee member.
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COMMUNITIES IN
SCHOOLS
Since the opening of the school
year the Missions and Benevolence Committee has once again
partnered with Union Primary
School and Shallotte Middle
School to help meet the needs of
students through our financial support. We also consider additional
funding when requested as special
needs arise. In doing so we have
been able to support numerous
worthwhile programs such as Lauren's Closet, Teacher Appreciation
Day and the Positive Behavior
Intervention Support Team.
In the past we have asked for
church volunteers to act as proctor's for end-of-the-year testing. In light of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, all schools are
now closed and testing has been
cancelled. Undoubtedly, it is a
stressful time for all involved.
Please keep our school children
and their parents in your prayers. Also pray for faculty, teachers
and staff as they endeavor to complete the school year.
Our prayers and financial support
are building relationships that empower students to succeed in
school and in life. What a valuable investment.
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We have cancelled our
May 55+ dinner at The
Purple Onion. Since that
would have been our last
get-together for the year,
we’ll try again for September. It’s a terrible
time for all of us but we
need to stay home and
stay safe and healthy.
Please know that our
thoughts and prayers are
with our congregation as
we get through this nasty
virus.
Have as good a summer
as you all can have and
we WILL get together
again in a few months.

A Note from the Stewardship/Finance Committee
The following is a brief summary of our giving and related expenditures of the Operating Fund for the 3
months ended March 31, 2020 with comparative amounts for 2019 and 2018.

Pledges & Other Offerings received
Expenditures:
Staff Ministry
Local Program Ministry
Property and Grounds
Administration
General / Sessional
Missions and Benevolences
Total Expenditures
Revenues over (under) Expenditures

2020
Actual
$102,925.74

2019
Actual
$124,178.98

2018
Actual
$ 115,560.43

31,951.07
4,942.35
27,179.64
5,388.28
0.00
13,468.00
82,929.34
$ 19,996.40

54,984.45
3,611.59
32,151.32
6,123.66
0.00
13,718.02
110,589.04
$ 13,589.94

49,835.51
2,186.05
26,689.44
4,990.59
0.00
13,866.02
97,567.61
$ 17,992.82

A thought to consider….
“Always give thanks for the simple gifts that you have and find ways to share them.”
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Please consider making a gift that will help
provide financial assistance and peace-ofmind for senior adult residents who live in
our communities. New this year! You can
also benefit residents of modest means who
live at Capital Towers in Raleigh, by helping
to support a Service Coordinator position
who is assisting residents with an array of
needs. You can support our Mother’s Day/
Father’s Day Offering by giving online at
www.presbyhomesinc.org. For questions,
please reach out to Marisa Ray at 336-8866553 ext. 5118 or
mray@presbyhomesinc.org.

The South Brunswick Interchurch Council (SBIC) operates The Lord's
Food Pantry (the one SPC supports at Camp UMC). Quite a few SPC
members work at the pantry regularly and our own Mike Claxton is
president of the organization. Since the beginning of the COVID-19
outbreak the pantry has seen 1) a reduction in donations, 2) more
demand for its services due to layoffs, and 3) an increase in costs due
to local stores being unable to provide the food at reduced prices.
Please consider making a donation to SBIC along with your regular
giving or as a separate donation (just put SBIC on your envelope or
on the memo line of the check). Thanks for your support in helping
the needy in Brunswick County.
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Shallotte Presbyterian Church
Scholarship

WINNERS
Powell Braddock
Kate Carson
Congratulations !
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Scan with your Smartphone to Access
our NEW Online Giving Web Portal!

www.facebook.com/shallottepresbyterian

Community Counseling Center

4910 Wrightsville Avenue
Wilmington, NC 28403
910-452-7370/910-448-0525
Satellite Office: Shallotte Presbyterian Church

CENTERPOINT
Be A Good Listener!
What do you do when a friend or family member comes to you and shares the painful details of a current conflict he or she is experiencing with someone? Maybe that person is having a struggle with the spouse, another
family member, or perhaps a mutual friend.
It’s important for you in seeking to be a good listener to remind yourself that regardless of how well you may
know both parties you’re probably not fully aware of all the circumstances in question. You may also not be
fully aware of the complex range of emotions and deeper history involved in their relationship.
Remember that being supportive doesn’t mean taking sides. Limiting your role to one of support will likely
prevent any lingering misunderstandings among extended family or between mutual friends.
Be careful about giving any direct advice. It will probably be more helpful to ask questions and help your
friend take a longer look at the situation. Having an understanding of an objective listener like you will make it
even more likely that your friend will come to some helpful resolutions.
Call the Center at 910-452-7370. Visit us at www.wantcounseling.com “Like” the
Community Counseling Center on Facebook.

