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While February may be the shortest month, this year it is filled with anticipation and
new beginnings for God’s people at Shallotte Presbyterian Church. This month we continue on
our life journey with God but with a new shepherd…..Reverend Laura Viau.
The Personnel Committee traversed on its own journey during the process of seeking an
Interim Pastor for SPC. We identified the criteria that we felt was critical to our congregation
before putting out the call to see who would answer. As we did the work-a-day tasks of reading
resumes and working with Coastal Carolina Presbytery in vetting the candidates, we became
concerned that it was taking too long but we were more concerned that we get it right.
Through it all, we trusted in God’s guidance and realized we needed to operate in God’s
time, not ours. As we developed interview questions, interviewed each candidate, and began to
evaluate and rank each candidate, we became aware of God at work and his leading us to HIS
choice. At the end of the process, the Personnel Committee could not be more certain that God
was at work in this decision.

Rev. Viau is a vivacious trained interim pastor and is coming to us from her second
interim call. Her initial contract will run from February 16, 2020 to December 31, 2020. The
Presbytery of Coastal Carolina prefers interim contracts be applied to each calendar year. We
fully expect to enter into a new contract with Rev. Viau on January 1, 2021, until she guides us
through calling a new installed pastor.
The Personnel Committee is grateful for your prayers during this important work. We
truly felt your prayers and support during the process; even from those who would occasionally
ask, “have you picked anybody yet?” We are thankful for Laura’s dedication to filling our
transitional needs, and we look forward to beginning our work with her as we seek to expand
God’s kingdom here in our little corner of the NC coast. Please include Laura in your prayers
as she prepares to join us so she will feel the embrace of our love.

As you can see (see page 4), we are indeed being prayed for, and Googled, from Florida.

Peace,
Mike Claxton

February 2
Dick Wilson

Ushers
February 2
Erskine Blount &
Dave Green

Greeters
February 2
Wendy Hughes

February 9
Dick Wilson

February 9
Davis Milligan &
Donna Trest

February 9
Bill & Ann McPhaul

February 16
Dick Wilson

February 16
Jane Townsend &
Bob Gorman

8:30 Usher

February 23
Dick Wilson

February 16
Carol Vealey
February 23
Jim & Sarah
Braddock

February 23
Betsy Braddock &
Mabel Winslow

Sunday, February 2
4th Sunday after Epiphany
Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12

Sunday, February 16
6th Sunday after Epiphany
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 119:1-8
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21-37

Sunday, February 9
5th Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 58:1-9a
Psalm 112:1-9
1Corinthians 2:1-12
Matthew 5:13-20

Sunday, February 23
Transfiguration of the Lord
Exodus 24:12-18
Psalm 2 or Psalm 99
2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9

Acolytes
Selected from those
in Attendance at
11:00 Worship.
If you want to
Volunteer for a
particular
Sunday please call
the Church Office
754-6929

Important dates you don’t
want to miss!

February 2 —Souper Bowl Sunday after 11 am Worship Service
February 7—Faithful First Friday at St. Brendan Catholic Church
February 13—SPC Scholarship Application due date
February 14— Valentine’s Day
February 26—Ash Wed.—Lenten Lunch at St. Brendan Catholic Church
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If you have placed a name on the list below and it needs
to be removed, please call the Church Office, 754-6929.
Church Family
Tim Bartlett, John Buechner, Kat Cheves, Betty Church, Betty Coggins, Bill Coggins, Larry Cook,
Pat Dobbins, Marie Harrison, Christian Huffman, Bill Kelly, Lesa Kolcun, Michael Kolcun, Lantz Lackey,
Peggy Lackey, Bert Lamport, Ann Long, Jerry McCann, Martha Miller, Catherine Norman, Lucie Oakley,
Wayne Smith, Seamus Smithwick, Steve Spoon, Carole Stephenson and Bob Williams.
Extended Church Family
Justin Boyd, Marlena Braddock, J.C. Brooks, Sue Coats, Corey Copeland, David Davidson, Tyler Davies,
Calvin Flanagan, Bart Furlow, Lynn Gause, Daniel House, Kenny Keisler, Louise Kerns, Caleb Leimoni,
Nancy Luger, Edna Mendenhall, Robert Olfzak, Al Parker, Harry Ritchie, Judy Santora, Ken Schroder, Ann
Smith, Eddie Stephens, Nancy Suared, Eddie Swan, Phyllis Thomas, Brian Willis, and Gary Wright.
In the Military
Gabriel Garratt, Brian Soles, and Clay Thompson.

55+ Fellowship!

Dear beloved Church family,
Thank you for the wondrous Send-off
Reception on the last Sunday in
December. Special thanks for including
so many of our family and outside
friends in the worship and festivities of
that day. When you get a chance, stop by
and see the recliner John has bought
with part of your very generous
Love Offering.

55+ will be gathering again
on Tuesday, February 4 at
The Purple Onion. The
dinner is always great but, most of all,
the fellowship is even greater. We start
at 6:00 so come and join us for a good
time. Bring your Valentine. If you are
not on our email or call list, please let us
know if you’d like to come. Nancy
and Bob Gorman, 910-754-3054 or
nggorman@atmc.net. Deb and Mike
Claxton and the Gormans are the hosts
this month. The dinner is $10 per person, in cash please. We’ll see you there.

Prayers will hold us together,

Margaret & John Causey

Food Pantry Sunday

To all our dear friends at SPC,

is February 9

Warmest thanks & love for all your
many expressions of caring and cards
before and after our dear daughter,
Debbie’s passing on Nov. 2, 2019 in Iowa
– they brought us much comfort!
Love,
Alberta & George
Gisel
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Please bring non-perishable food
items to the church between the hours
of 8:30a.m. and 12:30p.m. or on
Sunday mornings.
If you wish to make a
monetary donation, you
may mail it to the
church office, or place
it in the offering plate.

February 2020

Happy New Year from the Presbyterian women.
Remember, all women of the church ARE Presbyterian Women. There is always room for you at the table. We would like
to thank Building and Grounds for their assistance in taking
down the Chrismon Tree. Our Sanctuary was truly beautiful
again the year. It takes many people to get this done with
windows, flowers and wreaths; all the participants do it out of
the joy from their hearts. Our Circles are enjoying our Bible
study on the 10 Commandments. We are learning that each
has much more meaning than we thought.
Helen Odum led Circle #1 with 18 members and
welcomed Amy Sullivan as a new member. They have plans
to feed lunch to the Habitat for Humanity builders soon, for
a couple of months. They collected $124 for Street Reach. A
group that provides rooms for the homeless when it is cold.
Joyce Skeen Circle was led by Joyce Winkler. They are busy
with also making plan to help Habitat workers with lunches.
Many helped with the Causey’s Reception and it was greatly
appreciated. Contributions can be brought next month for
Street Reach rooms.
Thank you to both groups for your wonderful work in
missions to help our community and those in need.

Are there any naming opportunities still available?
And what does that mean?
Yes, there are landscaping items throughout the Columbarium and Memorial
Garden available including trees and shrubs. Each of these items will have a cast
bronze plaque in the ground beside the tree or shrub. Contributions to the
Columbarium and Memorial Garden are needed in any amount you would like to
give for the upkeep of this area of our church grounds, and you may prefer to
give a specific amount to reserve a piece of the garden in honor of or in memory
of a loved one. For example, the benches, the fountain, the planters, and several
trees have name plaques associated with them. Each tree and shrub was handselected for our Columbarium and Memorial Garden landscape. What a beautiful
way to be part of the church grounds! The Columbarium Fund is a separate
account and is entirely separate from the general church budget. Any surplus
generated in the Columbarium Fund over time will be used for the perpetual
maintenance of the Columbarium and Memorial Garden.
Niches are available for one or two sets of cremated remains.
Memorial Wall plaques can be reserved in honor of or in memory of someone.
*For the specific details on eligibility,
see a committee member.
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Questions? Call Betsy! 910-754-9635

PW Coordinating Team Meeting
Wednesday, February 5 at 10:00am

Circle #1

Wednesday, February 12 at 10:30am
Hostess: Jeanne Curry
Bible Study Leader: TBD

Joyce Skeen Circle

Wednesday, February 12 at 1:30pm
Bible Study Leader: Joyce Winkler

SPC has nametags for
all members and regular
attendees. They will be
available beginning on
Sunday February 2 and we are asking that
everyone get used to using them on Sunday morning to make it easier for Rev.
Laura (Interim Pastor) to get to know us
better. The nametags will be located on
carts in the narthex every Sunday morning. If you are an Elder or Deacon currently
serving on the respective boards please
use your magnetic nametag. If you do not
find your nametag please contact an Elder
or Deacon. At the end of the service
please place your nametags in the basket
provided in the narthex.

Greetings from Central Florida!
I wanted to send a little “hello!” to let you know
how much I look forward to being in Shallotte and
getting to know you all. In between all of the To Do’s
on my list for January, I have been enjoying a little internet research… I’ve found a few coffee shops that
look promising. And some neat trails to explore on
runs and bike rides. And yet, my sources tell me that even the beautiful
beach sunsets pale in comparison to the community of saints gathered at
SPC. No pressure there! Please know that my folks here in Titusville are
praying for you in this time of waiting, and they deeply
appreciate your prayers, as well. See you in February!
Blessings,
Pastor Laura Viau
(Oh yes, it’s pronounced “Vee-oh”)

4

Come Have Some Fun with the Girls!

isters

It’s no secret that an afternoon outing with the girls…..
(movies, lunches, shopping, etc.)

f

….is one of the things we gals enjoy most!
If you’re interested in joining in on the fun,
we would LOVE to have you join our growing group!

trength
Please call Elizabeth Lewis
for more information
910-754-8493

Friday, February 28, 2020
11:30am at Wings & Fish (Shallotte)

SPC
Scholarship Challenge
The Worship and

Please come prepared to contribute to our Scholarship
fund and pursue the matching $ challenge
$5

or

$?

Witness Committee is
searching for acolytes.
We want to recruit
some elementary, or
middle school aged
young people to participate in the 11:00
worship service by
lighting the candles
prior to the service.
Follow up by recessing
the flame at the end
of worship. There will
be a sign-up sheet in
the children’s Sunday
School classroom.
If you have children
or grandchildren that
would be interested in
being trained as an
acolyte, call the
church office at
(910)754-6929 or
call Gail Thomas at
(910)231-4935.
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Seeking someone
who loves children .

This is a paid staff position to help
with covering the 8:30 service
during fall/winter/spring and help
during the 11:00 service as needed
up to 3 hrs. per week.

If interested please contact
Dr. Mike Claxton
(mikeclaxton50@gmail.com or
443-904-0512) for more
information .

Truly, it takes a village. Our heartfelt thanks
to each of you who helped in so many ways
to make the retirement reception for John and
Margaret such a special event. From setting
up and decorating the fellowship hall, to
preparing and serving food, to pitching in to
clean up - you all contributed so much to
make them feel appreciated for their years
here in ministry with us. What a wonderful
outpouring of love!
Food that was left over from the reception
was donated to Streetreach, a local organization that is near and dear to John’s heart.
They were very thankful to receive the food
and it was gratifying to us to know that we
were able to share our bounty with them.
Thank you again for your gracious help. It is
indeed a blessing to be a part of such a loving
and giving church family!
Kitty Green, Barbara Montague and
Polly Russ

Our thanks and appreciation to those church
members who served as Greeters during this
past year. We are so grateful for your help.
If there are other members that would like to
take advantage of this opportunity for service,
the sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. Just pick a
Sunday. Arrive in the Narthex at around 10:30.
Greet members and visitors with a smile.
Provide them with a bulletin. At the time for
collection of the offering, walk down front with
the Ushers. Remain on the center isle for the
passing of the offering plate.
If you are interested in serving in this capacity,
don’t hesitate to sign up. You can also call the
church office at (910)754-6929 or call Gail
Thomas at (910)231-4935 to indicate your
willingness to serve.
A big “Thank you” from the Worship and Witness
Committee.
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Scan with your Smartphone to Access
our NEW Online Giving Web Portal!

www.facebook.com/shallottepresbyterian

Community Counseling Center

4910 Wrightsville Avenue
Wilmington, NC 28403
910-452-7370/910-448-0525
Satellite Office: Shallotte Presbyterian Church

CENTERPOINT
Our lives are hectic and complex, especially during the holidays. Demands and expectations of everyday
life create a certain amount of stress, but when an unexpected event or tragedy occurs, our stress levels
increase dramatically.
In order to cope, we must first recognize stress, and then find ways to reduce or manage it. There are numerous
signs and signals we get when we are overly stressed. Not paying attention to the symptoms can result in
serious damage to ourselves both physically and emotionally and to our relationships.
Tense muscles, clenched teeth, sexual difficulties, insomnia, headaches, stomach aches, and fatigue are some
of the physiological indicators of stress. Certain behaviors can also be indications of non-controlled stress.
They can include under- or over-eating, increased smoking and alcohol consumption, prescription and
nonprescription drug use or abuse, pacing, emotional outburst, excessive absences or tardiness. Procrastination
and lack of ability to concentrate may also be stress related.
A healthy lifestyle is important in managing stress, there are times when proper diet, rest and exercise are not
enough. Sometimes major life changes are required to gain control of the stress. Can your stress level be managed with some simple adjustments? Or do you need to make major changes for your life in order?
Call the Center at 910-452-7370. Visit us at www.wantcounseling.com “Like” the
Community Counseling Center on Facebook.

